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Maine 1986:
It Was A Very Good 
Year
N ineteen eighty-six may not go down as 
one of the great years in recent world 
history. Starting with the space shuttle 
tragedy in January, through the Chernoby 1 
accident, the southern drought, failed arms 
talks, American foreign policy blunders, 
acts of terrorism, and the pollution of the 
Rhine, it was a year a lot of people were 
glad to put behind them.
But for the smaller world of the U niver- 
sity of Maine, it was a very good year 
indeed. A year that is likely to be remem­
bered as a turning point in the university's 
history.
The stage was set in January with the 
release of the Governor's Visiting Com­
mittee Report on the University of Maine 
System. The report backed up just about 
everything folks at Orono had been say ing 
for a decade, including the fact that Oro­
no was being drastically underfunded, that 
its eminence in the system should be re­
stored, and that it should go back to its 
original name of the University of Maine.
Through the spring the recommenda­
tions in the Visitors’ Report were adopted 
by the Trustees, the legislature, and the 
governor. The acceptance of the report 
set the stage for the entire year—The Uni­
versity of Maine was on its way.
It was to a large extent the content of 
the Visitors’ Report that lured new and 
enthusiastic leadership to the university 
this year. UM President Dale Lick has 
kindled a new optimism on campus, and 
has everyone from athletics to academics 
setting new standards and goals.
And with the appointment of Robert 
Woodbury as UM System chancellor (see 
interview page 4) a new spirit of coopera­
tion among the various campuses, the 
Trustees, the chancellor's office and the 
legislature is emerging. The people of 
Maine gave a vote of confidence to that 
new spirit of cooperation by passing an 
important system-wide bond issue in 
November (see campus news section, page 
8).
In sports, the success of Maine teams 
was notable. The women’s basketball team 
started things off in the winter with a 
record-breaking 18 consecutive victories 
and a national ranking. The baseball team 
started slowly, but won the respect of New 
Englanders with their ECAC champion­
ship victory out of the loser’s bracket in 
Providence. The team went on to domi­
nate the NCAA Eastern Regionals and to 
make a strong showing in the College 
World Series (despite that heart-breaking 
9th inning loss to Arizona).
Maine also was impressive in swimming, 
soccer, and field hockey. But perhaps the 
biggest sports story of the year was Maine 
football. It’s back and it’s back in a big 
way. Two winning seasons in a row, in­
cluding impressive vistories over some of 
the toughest teams in the east.
And if you think UM might be putting 
too much emphasis on sports, you’ll be 
glad to know that it was also a historic year 
for the arts. The big story, of course, was 
the completion and grand opening of the 
Maine Center for the Arts on campus. 
And a grand opening it was, with world 
renow ned musicians Isaac Stern and Yo- 
Yo Ma performing with the Bangor Sym­
phony Orchestra. It is hard to describe 
the excitement that surrounded this mem­
orable event. Everyone in attendance knew 
that it was the beginning of a new era for 
the arts at the Unversity of Maine.
On the academic front there is more 
good news. SAT scores of entering fresh men 
are up (give a lot of credit to former UM 
president Arthur Johnson) and professors 
are indicating that the quality of academ­
ic work is reflecting the higher scores.
Yes it was quite a year. Of course every­
thing didn’t come up roses. Most notably 
there was a fiasco of chancellor (or should 
we say nonchancellor) Jack Freeman. The 
baseball team could have won the College 
World Series. The football team could I
have beaten UMass at the Ballpark in Old 
Orchard Beach. And despite the new 
funding, there are still buildings that are 
run down, equipment that is obsolete, 
faculty members that are underpaid, and 
students in need of scholarships.
But no one could deny that 1986 w-as 
the most successful for the university in a 
long time. And it was just the turning 
point—just the beginning of what prom­
ises to be an upbeat era for UM. After a 
decade of underfunding and decline, we 
deserve it.
Publication Changes
"You will notice that there are no longer 
class notes in the alumni magazine. They 
have been moved to a new' newspaper 
publication, Mainely People, which you 
should have received in November. The 
new' format allows for more class notes, 
more photos, and more alumni associa­
tion news—all presented in larger, more 
readable type.
The magazine will, of course continue 
to bring you in-depth stories about UM
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graduates. We are also introducing a new 
section in this issue called alumni news­
makers. It’s sort of a best of the class notes 
section, and we think it will be interesting 
to everyone, no matter what year you grad­
uated from the university.
You will also notice that the word “alum- 
nus” is no longer in the magazine’s title. 
This was a recommendation of the Alum- 
pi Association’s publications committee, 
and was approved by the alumni council 
in October. In place of“alumnus” we have 
added a subtitle that reads “University of 
Maine Alumni Association.” We feel that 
the new, simpler title is a better reflection 
of the entire readership we serve.
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Robert Woodbury
The new chancellor of the 
UM System talks about his 
vision for higher education 
in Maine, the role of Orono 
in the university system, and 
the transition to his new job 
after the brief and stormy reign 
of Jack Freeman.
When you first meet the new Uni­versity of Maine System chancel­lor, Robert Woodbury, you can’t help being 
impressed with his size, his intellect, and 
his youthful looks and vigor.
But it is Woodbury’s smile that is his 
most telling feature. It’s a big, self-confident 
smile—one that exudes a contagious opti­
mism about the future of the University of 
Maine System.
Woodbury’s smile became something 
of a trademark at the University of South­
ern Maine where he served as president 
for seven years before taking the chancel­
lor’s job. It is generally agreed that Wood­
bury’s optimism, vision, and leadership 
were a major factor in USM’s impressive 
growth as a comprehensive urban insti­
tution.
Woodbury also received some criticism 
while at USM, the most important of which 
came from the Governor’s Visiting Com­
mittee. That group argued the USM cam­
pus was expanding graduate programs too 
rapidly, before establishing a firm enough 
base at the undergraduate level.
The former USM president’s response 
to the criticism gives insight into his style 
as an educational leader. “If we tried to do 
too much,” he said, “it is a much more 
admirable fault than having no ambition 
and not trying to do things.”
That spirit of “trying to do things” 
probably comes, in part, from Woodbury’s 
childhood. He grew up just outside of 
Boston with an inventor father who received 
a master’s degree in engineering from MIT 
by the time he was 20. His political interest 
was also fostered early on. “Our dinner 
table was always a free-for-all on the issues 
of the day,” he said.
An interest in political issues stayed with 
Woodbury as an undergraduate at Amherst, 
during his Ph.D. studies in American 
history at Yale, and as an assistant professor 
of history at California Institute of Tech­
nology in the mid-1960’s. During this time 
he was very involved in the civil rights 
movement, an involvement that led him 
to take part in Martin Luther King’s 1963 
March on Washington.
Woodbury returned to New England 
late in the 1960’s to teach history at Amherst 
College and the University of Massachu­
setts. At UMass he became associate dean 
for special program development, then 
associate provost, and finally vice-chancellor 
for student affairs. He was chosen USM 
president in 1979.
The new chancellor is married to the 
former Anne Palletreau. The couple have 
three sons, all college age or older.
Maine: What brought you to Maine in 
the late 1970’s?
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“Great universities are not built in the midst of day-to-day state politics. ”
Woodbury: Well, at the time I was at the 
University of Massachusetts. I had spent 
eleven years there in various administra­
tive positions. By the 1970’s I was begin­
ning to get nominated for college presi­
dencies. When USM was looking for a 
president, I was nominated and when I 
looked it over and talked to the people 
there, I knew it was the place I wanted to 
go-
Maine: Were you very familiar with Maine 
at the time?
Woodbury: Not really. I used to come up 
in the summer, but I really didn’t know 
Maine at all. I was like the majority of 
folks who summer in Maine. The only 
place they know is the place where they 
stay. They know very little about Maine 
as a whole. I was one of those people.
Maine: What have you found to be the 
biggest difference between being a college 
president and a state chancellor of higher 
education?
Woodbury: Well, one thing is that as 
chancellor you are clearly the chief spokes­
person for higher education in the state. 
As chancellor, instead of being responsi­
ble for a single campus you have to con­
cern yourself with how a collection of 
campuses with very different missions can 
work together to meet the needs of the 
state as a whole. Another point is that the 
enterprise is just much bigger—more 
expensive—more complex. A lot of the 
skills you use as a college president you 
also use as a chancellor, but it’s all on a 
bigger scale.
Maine: Are there parts of a college presi­
dent’s job that you miss?
Woodbury: I know what I will miss the 
most is the day-to-day activity of a college 
campus. I will miss what this business is 
all about, which is teaching students. You 
just don’t see that on a day-to-day basis 
from this office. I can tell that I am in a 
much different place here. I am much less 
involved with academic program decisions, 
and much more involved with broader 
policy questions.
Maine: What is the most important re­
sponsibility a chancellor has?
Woodbury: Trying to articulate a vision 
of what higher education in the state of 
Maine ought to be; one that makes sense 
for the special problems and opportuni­
ties of Maine. If the people in the univer­
sity and in the state at large can't understand 
the purpose and goal of the larger enter­
prise they are probably not going to have 
the desire to work hard for it and fund it. 
We have to instill in people, at all levels, 
what this institution can do for the state.
Maine: Ever since the University of Maine 
System was formed in the 1960’s, there's 
been some confusion about the responsi­
bilities of the trustees, the chancellor, and 
the various campus presidents. The lack 
of clarity has undeniably caused problems 
in the past. What is your understanding of 
those lines of responsibilities?
Woodbury: There is never going to be 
absolute clarity about those responsibili­
ties. Everyone will tell you that the board’s 
responsibility is to create policy, that the 
chancellor’s responsibility is to work with 
the board in setting policy and to work 
with the college presidents in carrying out 
policy, and that the various college presi­
dents are responsible for implementing 
the policy on their campuses. In practice 
things don’t always fall neatly along those 
lines. So in the end it comes down to the 
people in the various roles developing trust, 
teamwork, and a shared notion of what 
the university can be. It also takes a will­
ingness to be open to the other fellow’s 
perspective.
Maine: During this past year especially, a 
good many people have questioned wheth­
er the university system was a good idea. 
What would you say to those people?
Woodbury: I happen to believe that the 
development of the university system was 
a very fortunate thing. Every state has to 
figure out a way of making educational 
policy decisions in order to serve the state 
as a whole. You can't have everybody run­
ning to the legislature on their own. You 
can have a complex, multi-part system 
like California, or you can create, as Maine 
did, a single board of trustees, with re­
sponsibility for all campuses falling under 
it. I think this is the best system for this 
state. The alternative is to have people 
with very different levels of political clout 
running to the legislature for funding. And 
I don’t think you want to have the funda­
mental questions about higher education 
in the state decided in the legislature. Great 
universities are not built in the midst of 
day-to-day state politics.
Maine: Even with a university system, 
however, relations among the various cam­
puses have not always been great.
Woodbury: I think the lack of proper 
resources aggravates problems among the 
campuses. There is no question that if you 
don’t have enough money it creates ten­
sion and antagonism. Another problem is 
the history of the system. The nature of 
the system you see today is very different 
from the one of 20 years ago. In part that’s 
because many of the campuses have grown 
up. Some like the University of Southern 
Maine are filling a need that was virtually 
unknown a quarter of a century ago. The 
economy and demography of the state are
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INTERVIEW
changing, and both those factors add ten­
sion as well.
Maine: How do you see the roles of the 
two largest campuses—UM and USM?
Woodbury: They have distinct roles to 
play. The University of Maine has a much 
more historic role—a role that more peo­
ple are familiar with, that of a major land­
grant, research university. It isn’t much 
different from the university we saw 30 
years ago. UM's function will always evolve, 
curricular areas will change, technologies 
will advance, but its essential form will 
remain recognizable to us.
USM, on the other hand, is the kind of 
comprehensive urban university that has 
been a phenomenon of the last 20 years or 
so.
I think UM and USM are complemen­
tary. They will continue to evolve with 
distinct characteristics but with increas­
ing opportunities for cooperation. And 
I’m very optimistic about Orono’s future.
Woodbury: First of all, regarding that 
study, last year’s $8 million was not in­
cluded, so the university will look a little 
better when that is factored in. But the 
fact still remains that the University of 
Maine, and all the campuses, have suffered 
from a funding deficiency, and that prob­
lem will continue to head my agenda for 
the coming years. But we are not looking 
for a quick fix. The building of a quality 
university is an incremental effort. You 
have to commit resources and stretch your­
self for a long time. In that regard, we 
have asked for a major commitment on 
the part of the legislature and the people 
of Maine. In effect we are asking them to 
take a second and third step in addressing 
the problems of the university.
Maine: A recent study reaffirmed what 
everybody knows—Orono has been dras­
tically underfunded for a long time. Is 
increasing the funding for the University 
of Maine at the top of your priorities?
Maine: How receptive do you think the 
legislature will be to your funding requests? 
Woodbury: I think the tone in the state 
has been very’ good concerning the uni­
versity. People really do care about higher 
education in the state. A good statewide 
university system makes more difference 
to the future of Maine than ever.
LEARN TO SKI
FOR ONLY $15.00
//
Name
Address
Sugarloaf/USA invites you 
to discover the fun of winter 
and start skiing! So, we’re 
we’re offering a very 
special package that’s 
t6o good to miss! 
For just $15.00*, 
you get an all day 
lift ticket, morn­
ing group les­
son, and
a com-
plete equipment rental package 
(skis, boots, poles). Our pro­
fessional instructors guaran­
tee that you’ll be skiing in 
one day, or your money 
back!
There’s never been a 
better a time to start 
skiing. Come up to Sugar-
loaf/USA today ... you’ll 
be very glad you did!X
X
*Valid on lower lifts, offered any day except
holiday weeks, based on availability
For brochure and more information 
send to: Sugarloaf/USA, Carrabassett 
Valley, Marne 04947, 207-237-2000.
sugarloaf/usa LSI
6 MAINE
Maine: Is that because of the shifts going 
on in the job market?
Woodbury: Partly. If you talk about a 
society that is buried in the glut of an 
exponentially-growing amount of infor­
mation, then the ability of individuals to 
hold on to their jobs and to be good citi­
zens depends on their ability to deal with 
that information explosion. That inevita­
bly means a more central role for universi­
ties. Those concerned with economic 
growth and development are saying that 
higher education is probably the major 
variable in economic development.
Maine: After you were appointed, you 
mentioned that it was important to foster 
creativity within the university. What did 
you mean by that?
Woodbury: In a poor state such as Maine, 
where people are spread out over a large 
geographical area, we have to be creative 
to make what we have available to as many 
people as possible. We have to be more 
creative than we would in a more populat­
ed or richer state. A good example of 
creative thinking is the recent bond issue, 
where you are taking the library resources 
of the seven campuses, two million vol­
umes, and you are going to connect them 
electronically. That means if you are in 
Fort Kent you have the card catalog of the 
Fogler Library available to you. That is 
my idea of being creative with limited 
resources.
Maine: When Jack Freeman left the chan­
cellor’s job after just two weeks, he said 
Maine was too political. Do you agree?
• •
Woodbury: He’s half-right and half-wrong. 
He’s right in the sense that if politics inter­
feres with academic freedom and creativi­
ty, you can destroy the essence of what 
higher education is all about. You can’t 
have decisions about teaching and aca­
demic programs made in a political con­
text. The flip side, however, is that you 
can’t spend $100 million of taxpayers’ mon­
ey and not expect it to be a subject of 
.controversy and debate. I don’t think Free­
man was aware of that side of it when he 
came to Maine. Remember he came from 
a private institution where that kind of 
public scrutiny doesn’t take place.
Maine: While we are on the subject — how 
does it feel to be in a job where you are 
likely to be criticized no matter w hat you 
do?
Woodbury: I don’t think it’s fun. But I 
didn’t get into it with my eyes closed ei­
ther. I don’t have any illusions about the 
job. I’ve been in Maine for some time 
now, and I’ve been in higher education 
even longer, so I’m not naive about how 
tough it will be. Of course, all that doesn’t 
mean I enjoy being the lightning rod for 
everyone’s concerns.
Maine: You mentioned that you wanted 
to enhance the spirit of cooperation among 
the campuses. Do you have specific ideas 
about that?
Woodbury: The campus presidents and I 
will meet on a regular basis to deal with 
common policy questions. I also plan to 
spend a good deal of time on all of the 
campuses just to keep in touch in a per­
sonal way. I don’t mean that I will get 
involved in the day-to-day business of a 
college. That would horrify people. But 
at the same time you can’t lose touch. You 
can’t begin to believe that business and 
politics is what a university is. You have to 
keep in touch with what the real purpose 
of a university is.
Maine: You said that the most important 
thing a chancellor can do is to communi­
cate a vision of what the university can be. 
What is your vision?
Woodbury: I can’t answer that precisely. 
But at a time when higher education is 
critical to the prospects of people, I would 
like to believe that this university system 
will make a big difference in the lives of 
Maine people. I want the university to be 
viewed as a partner in helping the state 
solve its problems. My second vision for 
the system is that we can truly work as a 
system. I don’t want campuses to sec them­
selves as independent fiefdoms. I view the 
system in more organic terms—as a com­
prehensive unit—drawing on the strengths 
of the various campuses to respond to the 
needs of Maine.
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Bangor and the airport
• Swimming pool, in-room 
temperature control
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In Brief
Voters Pass 
Bond Issue
M aine’s voting citizenry 
ensured substantial improve­
ments will continue to be made 
on a campus-by-campus and 
a system-wide basis by approv­
ing the $7.7 million bond is­
sue on November 4.
Through the strong lobby­
ing efforts of Citizens Com­
mitted to the University’s Fu­
ture (bolstered by $10,000 
from the UM Alumni Associ­
ation) the university bond is­
sue passed despite being num­
ber nine on a long list pre­
sented to voters. It is the sec­
ond phase of a capital im­
provements plan, the first part 
of which passed in 1984.
System-wide, S3.25 million 
will be divided into four areas, 
the most dramatic of which 
will be the electronic connec­
tion of the system’s libraries, 
costing $1.6 million. At any 
site, remote access by com­
puter will enable any user to 
locate the universities’ two mil­
lion books and other materials.
The remaining $1.65 mil­
lion will be put toward asbes­
tos abatement, handicap ac­
cessibility, and improvements 
in academic computing.
Each campus will receive a 
share of $3.45 million, with 
Orono’s $800,000 earmarked 
for improving the chemistry 
labs in Aubert Hall. Fort Kent 
and Machias will use their 
monies for library improve­
ments. Augusta will apply 
theirs toward science facilities; 
Presque Isle’s increase in part- 
time and nontraditional stu­
dents requires they increase 
parking and improve road sur­
faces. The University of South­
ern Maine will renovate their 
fine arts facilities.
Patricia Schroth acted as 
trustee liaison on the bond 
campaign issue. Robert R. 
Masterton ’40 of Portland was 
co-chair with Wilma A. Brad­
ford of Bangor, and Malcolm
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UM Professor David Smith ’58 G spent 15 years 
researching his biography of H.G. Wells.
E. Jones ’52 was treasurer of 
the campaign committee.
Professor 
Nominated 
for Pulitzer
H e walked the streets of 
London that H.G. Wells wrote 
about in The War of the Worlds; 
he visited the houses that Wells 
designed; he talked to Wells’ 
grandchildren; he spent hours 
and hours in London’s librar­
ies, digging out information 
on the famous Englishman.
In all, UM professor of his­
tory, David Smith ’58G spent 
15 years researching the life 
and works of Wells. The re­
sult is a highly acclaimed bi­
ography of the visionary, edu­
cator, historian, and author, 
H G. Wells, Desperately Mor­
tal (Yale University Press). 
Smith’s book has been nomi­
nated for a Pulitzer Prize in 
the biography category.
“When they told me I had 
been nominated for a Pulitzer 
Prize, I almost hit the floor.” 
Smith told the Maine Campus.
And what does he think of 
Wells, after 15 years of study? 
“H.G. Wells was one of the 
most remarkable literary fig­
ures of the century,” Smith 
said, “a man who exerted tre­
mendous energy’ as a writer, 
scientist, philosopher, hu­
manist, public figure, and a 
lover.”
Applications 
and SAT 
Scores Rise
Sat scores of entering Uni- 
versify of Maine freshmen were 
up this year, reversing a long­
term trend of decline.
Along with the better scores 
was a 10.5% increase in the 
number of applicants to UM, 
also reversing a three-year 
decline.
A policy of increased selec­
tivity was instituted in the ad­
missions process this year and 
according to Anita Wihry, di­
rector of institutional planning 
and management, the higher 
SAT scores reflect the tougher 
policy. As a result of the bet­
ter scores, Wihry said, UM 
professors are reporting bet­
ter freshman classes.
According to Wihry, SAT 
scores are used as a screening 
device at UM —as a minimum 
criteria. “We still look at a 
student’s overall record,” she 
said. “SAT’s are certainly not 
the sole criteria.”
Caribou 
Return 
to Maine
On December 4, a project 
involving the University of 
Maine, the Maine state de­
partment of inland fisheries 
and wildlife, Betsy Wyeth, the 
Newfoundland Division of 
Wildlife, and several private 
individuals and organizations 
began the capture of 30 cari­
bou from Newfoundland’s Av­
alon Peninsula.
These caribou were deliv­
ered to a 4 1/2 acre pen at the 
university. This‘nursery herd’ 
carries the hope of a small 
group of Mainers to one day 
release the offspring of these 
caribou into the wild.
Betsy Wyeth, wife of artist 
Andrew Wyeth, is involved 
in this project because the orig­
inal plan called for the nur­
sery herd to be established on 
her private island off the coast 
of Maine. Although the of­
fer was initially accepted, even­
tually the facilities available 
at the university seemed the 
better choice, and the deci­
sion was made to keep all of 
the animals there during the 
first winter, at least.
Dr. Mark McCullough 
’81G is the project director.
• Other members of the wild­
life and animal and veterinary 
sciences faculties will be called 
in to help with the research of 
the captive ungulates, and with 
their veterinary care.
The plan is to release the 
caribou offspring at 1 or 2 years 
old to the tablelands surround­
ing Mt. Katahdin in Baxter 
State Park. Prior to that time, 
the animals, which were a gift 
from the province of New­
foundland to the state of 
Maine, will be accessible to 
the public one or two days a 
month (they will be located 
behind the Hilltop complex).
In 1963, a herd of 23 cari­
bou was released near Mt. 
Katahdin. Within a year, all 
the animals had died. This 
time through care and plan­
ning the group hopes for more 
success in reintroducing a car­
ibou herd to Maine. The cor­
poration is committed to sup­
porting this re-establishment 
entirely with private funds.
Trustees Keep 
Chancellor in 
Bangor
By a 10 to 4 vote the Uni- 
versify of Maine Board of Trus­
tees voted in November to 
keep the UM chancellor’s 
office in Bangor. The deci­
sion ends a six-month debate 
about moving the system head­
quarters to Augusta.
The proposal to move the 
offices to Augusta was made 
by trustee Severin Beliveau. 
He argued that the office 
should be located close to the 
seat of government in the state.
Leading the move to keep 
the chancellor in Bangor was 
trustee Francis Brown '43 of 
Calais.
In another vote the trus­
tees authorized a $1,000 a 
month living allowance for 
chancellor Robert Woodbury. 
Although the trustees gave 
Woodbury the option of re­
siding anywhere in the state 
he chooses, the chancellor in­
dicated that he and his wife 
will most likely move to the 
Bangor area.
Maine Scientist
in Newsweek
Research conducted by Um- 
versity of Maine marine ecol- 
ogist Robert Steneck recently 
received national attention in 
an article in Newsweek
The article, titled “Maine's 
Own Galapagos?", appeared 
in the November 3 issue of 
the popular weekly magazine. 
It highlighted Steneck’s work 
in the Gulf of Maine, partic­
ularly his discovery of a rich, 
isolated ecosystem 70 miles off 
to the southern coast of Maine 
that has been likened to the 
Galapagos Islands in the Pa­
cific.
The UM Office of Research 
aided the Newsweek report­
ers in their coverage.
Steneck, research assistant 
professor of marine studies 
based at UM’s Darling Cen­
ter, Robert Vadas, chairper­
son of the UM Department 
of Botany and Plant Patholo­
gy discoveredAmenRockPin- 
nacle two years ago. It is an 
area 100 feet below the sur­
face blanketed with kelp where 
new species of marine life 
evolve and thrive in a unique 
habitat.
Researchers are now spec­
ulating that Amen Rock Pin­
nacle may turn out to be a 
window into the rarely seen 
world of evolutionary biology.
Scholarship 
Helps Black 
South African
I
In an effort to contribute to 
the education of black South 
African students, the Univer­
sity of Maine has established 
a $2,800 scholarship at the 
University of Natal. Maine is 
now one of seven New England 
colleges that have contribut­
ed scholarship money to the 
South African college via the 
South African Student Schol­
arship Program initiated by 
the New England Board of 
Higher Education.
As a result of the contribu­
tion, one black student will 
attend Natal, holding a Uni­
versity of Maine scholarship.
In conjunction with the es­
tablishment of the scholarship, 
Peter De V Booysen, vice- 
chancellor of the University 
of Natal, met with members 
of the UM administration late 
last summer in an attempt to 
further expand cooperation 
between the two institutions.
>
Bruce Birmelin Paramount Pictures
Actor Leonard Nimoy as Mr. Spock
Leonard Nimoy 
Visits Campus
Actor Leonard Nimoy 
“beamed down” to the Uni­
versity of Maine on November 
13 to speak to UM students 
and the general public as part 
of the University of Maine’s 
Guest Lecture Series. Nimoy, 
who is better known as Mr. 
Spock in the popular Star Trek 
television series and movies, 
was greeted in Hutchins Con­
cert Hall by “Trekkies” who 
raised their hands in the Vul­
can “live long and prosper” 
greeting.
Nimoy stars in and directed 
the blockbuster hit Star Trek 
currently showing around 
the country. He told the UM 
audience that he would never 
tire of playing Spock.
“I might have thought so 
once," Nimoy said. “But I 
don’t think so now'. I feel a 
whole new surge of energy for 
the part.”
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Master of the Game
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Teacher Danny Kopec stirs new interest in chess at Maine
Th. Pan-American Games are being 
held in Providence, RI this week. These 
are not a pre-Olympic track-and-field 
event, nor is it Wimbledon or an event 
on the PGA tour. But they are for one 
University of Maine team a top-grade 
competition, a chance to try their skill 
against the best players at the college 
level.
The Pan-American Games being held 
at Rhode Island College December 26— 
30 are a chess tournament. While chess 
is not necessarily a spectator sport on the 
level of say, football or basketball, it is a 
a game with a growing level of activity 
on the Orono campus.
One reason for the new interest in 
chess at UM is the presence on campus 
of a new member of the computer sci­
ence department, international chess­
master Danny Kopec. In addition to the 
team’s advisor, Dr. Harvey Brimmer of 
the classics department, this new faculty 
member will act as coach. While Kopec 
maintains the firm conviction that “chess 
is not his life,” he has realized some ex­
traordinary achievements with chess in 
his lifetime. And chess has everything to 
do with his career in computer science.
As an eight-year-old watching his cous­
in play, Danny was learning the moves. 
He had been watching chess for as long 
as he could remember, and within the 
next four years he would have been prac­
ticing and playing enough to enter his 
first ‘serious’ tournament.
Realizing on a personal level that he 
was competitive, Kopec became involved 
with organized chess.
“I realized chess was where I could 
make my mark. Success breeds the de­
sire to succeed further.”
By the time he entered Dartmouth to 
study psychology, modified with math, 
Kopec had attained the master level in 
chess, ranking him with the top 1 per­
cent of players in the nation. His studies 
of the brain and how it functioned, com­
bined with his intense involvement in 
chess, led him to the field of artificial 
intelligence (Al). His Ph.D. from the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, is in 
machine intelligence, the field concerned 
with the performance of tasks by ma­
chines which, when the tasks are per­
formed by people, require thought.
“The state of problem-solving," as 
Kopec sees it, “is a mind-altering state. 
What the chessmaster has in his head, 
the way he attacks a situation on the 
chess board and solves it, has typically 
human characteristics which we are trying 
to develop in computers. These would 
include logic, plans, association, goals, 
and subgoals.
“The computer applications for arti­
ficial intelligence that I’m interested in 
include those of cognitive science: ex­
pert systems, knowledge representation, 
protocols for problem-solving.”
This internationally’-published author 
of two books of chess brings up the point 
that what takes the greatest effort from 
the computer scientists—what will al­
ways remain one of the biggest gaps be­
tween human and machine — is compen­
sating for the machine’s “lack of capacity 
for competitive desire. In any given solu­
tion, the machine involves all —in other 
words, too many —aspects of the prob­
lem. This is what we refer to as ‘brute 
force.’
“In opposition to this,” continues 
Kopec, “humans do what we call ‘selec­
tive search,’ making decisions at every 
opportunity to proceed more quickly or 
efficiently toward the stated goal of 
solution.”
With that background, this young (32) 
international chessmaster, one of only 30 
in the country, brings his team of bright, 
competitive chess players from UM to 
the tournament in Providence, establish­
ing one more competitive arena for UM’s 
teams. Kopec feels that this kind of ex­
posure will help to attract chess players 
in the future to apply to Maine, and that 
Maine will benefit from enrolling that 
kind of analytical, thinking, winning 
student. —Jean Leach
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Biography of Jesse Owens Receives National Attention
The Human Side of an American Hero
O nly one thing would make an author 
happier than a sterling review of his book 
in the New York Tinies — two sterling re­
views in the New York Tinies.
And that is exactly what UM profes­
sor of history William Baker received for 
his Jesse Owens: An American Life (The 
Free Press, 1986). A review in the July 
24 “Books of the Times” section by 
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt called Bak­
er’s book a “remarkable biography of 
Jesse Owens.” In “The New York Times 
Book Review” of August 3, Chris Mead 
said Baker’s book was a thorough and 
scholarly biography. “Mr. Baker is gent­
ly critical where he has to be, always 
sensitive to the formative influences of 
racism and poverty,” Mead added. “He 
is adept at placing his subject in personal 
and historical context.”
Baker’s interest in Jesse Owens is an 
outgrowth of his scholarly interest in 
sports history. Although trained as a 
British historian at Cambridge Univer­
sity, he became fascinated in the history 
of sports about 10 years ago. He soon 
found that there was no textbook on the 
subject so he set out to write one.
“When I came to the Berlin Olym- 
pics,” Baker said, “I couldn't find any 
good material on the subject. As I started 
researching, I found myself drawn to the 
myth surrounding Jesse Owens.”
Owens became the athlete of an era by 
winning four gold medals in the 1936 
Olympics. But he became even more 
than that. By dominating the games be­
fore Adolf Hitler and his racist, anti- 
semetic nationalism, Owens transcended 
sports and became a larger-than-life Amer­
ican hero, the stuff that legends are made 
of. Baker surfaces the little known fact 
that the United States came very close to 
boycotting the Berlin games. If that had 
come to pass, Jesse Owens’s name would 
be but a footnote in the track and field 
record books.
Owens died just about the time Baker 
began work on the biography. His first­
hand information had to come from in­
terviews with friends and Owens’s three 
daughters (Owens’s wife is alive, but her 
lawyer advised against granting an inter­
view). Baker also had access to Owens’s 
own notes on his life. But the author says 
they were not a very reliable source, 
because Owens took liberty with facts to 
preserve the myth.
Jack Walas
UM Professor William Baker
“I had always thought 
that the Jesse Owens 
story was one of a young 
man living out the 
American dream.”
Two of Baker’s best sources of infor­
mation came from newspaper accounts 
from the Chicago Defender, and interest­
ingly enough, from the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.
“The F.B.I. investigations are so iron­
ic,” says Baker, “because Owens was in 
fact a super patriot.”
In his book, Baker cites racism as the 
only reason for the F.B.I.’s suspicions of 
Owens. “The specter of Paul Robeson 
loomed large; the emergence of Martin 
Luther King loomed on the horizon. 
The warped mind of J. Edgar Hoover 
held Jesse Owens suspect because of his 
color, despite his conservative ideology.”
Owens was cleared of any communist 
links, but the F.B.I. investigations dug 
up character flaws that helped Baker 
separate the myth from the man.
“My research revealed that Jesse Owens 
like all of us, had admirable, as well as 
not so admirable, qualities,” Baker re­
flected. He shows us Owens the ladies’ 
man, who through much of his life cheated 
on his loyal wife. He also reveals Owens’s 
sometimes undignified attempts to cash 
in on his fame, his attempts at evading 
income taxes, and his difficulty in pro­
viding an accurate picture of the past.
One inaccurate anecdote which Owens 
perpetuated was his being snubbed by 
Hitler at the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 
“Owens didn't invent the story,” Baker 
said. “But he didn’t discourage it either. 
It was good for the myth.”
Removing the halo from one of Amer­
ica’s most beloved sports figures was not 
an enjoyable task for Baker.
“It was disturbing and surprising for 
me to find out some of these things about 
Owens,” Baker said. “I had always thought 
that the Jesse Owens story was one of a 
young man living out the American 
dream. Instead, I found that Owens’s life 
was an alternating pattern of success and 
failure.”
Still Baker writes that “Owens carved 
out a life for himself that was fundamen­
tally decent... . His story makes people 
feel good about themselves.”
While he was writing and researching 
the Jesse Owens story, Baker was asked 
to serve as a consultant on the Hollywood 
set of the made-for-TV movie about the 
great track and field star. He was very 
disappointed in the results.
“They totally ignored accuracy in the 
sequence of Owens’s life,” Baker says. 
“They felt compelled to make the movie 
flow in a way that before every commer­
cial the hero would be down and out so 
he could bounce back after the break.”
Baker is currently teaching a course 
in sports history at UM which he says is 
very popular. He didn’t say whether his 
Jesse Owens biography is required read­
ing, but students couldn’t find a better 
or more engaging study of how athletics, 
politics, race, and social values can be 
intertwined. —Jim Frick
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Coach Peter Gavett stands behind co-captains Liz Coffin and Lauree Gott
The Team to Beat
It isn’t overconfidence, exactly, and it 
certainly isn’t arrogance. What it seems 
to be is acceptance of what will probably 
happen: the University of Maine wom­
en’s basketball team expects to be the 
Seaboard Conference champions come 
March 7, 1987.
Third-year coach Peter Gavett feels 
that he has “a good nucleus coming back 
this year. Health will be our watchword, 
as injuries are what hurt us at the end 
last year. If we’re healthy, we’ll be really 
tough to beat. We’ll be exciting, and 
even more fun to watch.”
With a record of 22-7 (a school rec­
ord) last year, Maine was nationally ranked 
among Division I teams for the first time, 
and set a New England Division I rec­
ord with 18 straight wins. Junior co­
captain forward Liz Coffin last year was 
the first Maine player to make the first 
12 MAINE
team All-New England, and she has been 
picked in the pre-season to repeat that 
honor this year. Last year she was the 
only sophomore among 4 seniors, and 
this remarkable player also set five sea­
son and three career school records. Her 
coach considers her the best player in 
New England.
Joining Coffin will be senior co-captain 
forward Lauree Gott, senior guard Sonya 
Wedge, senior guard Kathy Shorey, sen­
ior forward Lynn McGouldrick, senior 
guard Joanna Hamilton, junior forward 
Debbie Duff, and junior forward Crys­
tal Cummings. Gott is a player not par­
ticularly blessed with either size or speed, 
but Gavett thinks of her as an over­
achiever, consistently outplaying players 
three and six inches taller than she. His 
repect for her comes from her anticipa­
tion, awareness and smarts on the court. 
Wedge has been a starter since her soph­
omore year, a steady contributor. Shorey, 
as a transfer from UNH last year, should 
have an easier time of it this year as she 
won’t have to run the team as she was 
called upon to do when Kissy Walker 
and then Wedge were injured last year. 
McGouldrick is the team’s top student, 
and is invaluable because of her maturi­
ty and experience. She will help the team 
win games. The key to Hamilton’s year 
will be confidence, which should im­
prove as she learns the system and the 
players. Juniors Duff and Cummings are 
expected to produce big things for the 
team this year. Duff was the single most 
improved player last year, and there is a 
likelihood that she will be starting in 
place of Kelly Nobert, who will be out 
for the year with back problems. Cum­
mings is a 6' forward who plays well 
when healthy. She will be one of the top 
inside players for the team this year.
Sue Howard, red-shirted freshman from 
last year, and Victoria Watras, a transfer, 
will be joining the squad with four and 
three years of eligibility, respectively.
Freshmen include two recruits and 
three walk-ons, making Coach Gavett’s 
15-player roster the largest he’s ever car­
ried. The recruits are center Diane Nagle 
and guard Cathy Iaconeta, the latter de­
scribed by her new coach as “the quickest 
player I’ve ever coached. She is a mature 
player who will definitely play a lot. 
She’s a crowd pleaser, with the ability to 
shift into that extra gear that no one else 
even seems to have.”
Again an outstanding feature of this 
winningest of UMaine teams is their na­
tive Maine-ness. Says Gavett, “I’m very 
excited about being able to continue to 
field an all-Maine team. We proved last 
year Maine players can be very compe­
titive. It’s a personal challenge and a 
statewide challenge to put an all-Maine 
unit on the floor and compete success­
fully with out-of-state teams.”
The Seaboard Conference includes 
Boston area powerhouses Boston Univer­
sity and Northeastern, pre-season picks 
two and three, as well as UNH, Ver­
mont, Central Connecticut, and others. 
Maine has experienced some exciting 
firsts already this season, as television 
coverage of games went out for bid and a 
total of six games will be televised. Last 
year’s game against Vermont was the 
first broadcast for the women’s team. In 
addition to the TV coverage, a number 
of games will be broadcast live on Ban­
gor radio (WABI-AM, and WYOU-FM).
The Team
to Build
I
T T i 'iUnexpectedly, men’s basketball head 
coach Skip Chappelle sees himself in 
much the same place now as he did at 
the same time last year.
“It’s unusual for this to happen two 
years in a row, but here we are again in 
the middle of a ‘youth movement.’ This 
means that looking at the year from a 
preview perspective, things are unpre­
dictable.”
Some things he does know, including 
the fact that his team’s schedule, espe­
cially as it starts its season in December, 
is particularly “brutal.” Opening against 
the University of Southern Maine is nei- 
the run usual nor exceptionally threaten­
ing, but the game immediately follow­
ing that one features Michigan State as 
the opponent, and the month’s schedule 
goes on to include Boston College and 
Providence College of the Big East league, 
as well as LaSalle and Utica Colleges.
Starting right up in January, Maine 
will face fellow North Atlantic Confer­
ence member Northeastern, who Chap­
pelle feels is without question the best 
men’s basketball team in New England, 
even better than the New England mem­
bers of the superior Big East league. Last 
year in USA Today, UM was voted num­
ber one in strength of schedule, and the 
situation remains the same this year.
“The league has been improving over 
the last two to three years,” says Chappelle, 
“and Northeastern is the proof of it.” 
While three years ago Maine’s record 
was the second best in the league, last 
year at 7-7 in the conference, it sported 
the worst.
Other things Chappelle knows include 
the positive predictability of his guard 
corps, anchored by returning senior and 
captain Jim Boylen. Matt Rossignol of 
Van Buren also returns, and Chappelle 
feels Matt will have a “pretty good year.” 
He will be experiencing that surge of 
confidence and development of leader­
ship potential as a sophomore that coaches 
have come to recognize as their recruits 
enter their second year. Junior Jeff Holmes 
returns as a swingman.
Mike Bittermann returns as the most 
experienced of the front court crew, who 
last year as a rookie averaged 8.4 points 
and 6.5 rebounds per game as forward­
center. Others looking for starting spots 
include forward Amadou Ibrahima 
“Coco” Barry, last year’s star recru it from
Ja
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No matter what happens the rest of the season, the Black Bear basketball 
team won the hearts of fans throughout the state with their 84-81 upset over 
national powerhouse Michigan State on December 4.
Senegal, West Africa. Because last year 
was lost to injuries, Coco plays this year 
as a freshman in eligibility and m experi­
ence. Sophomore swingman Mike La­
Plante has made good strides according 
to his coach, and had a good preseason. 
Guard Todd Hanson transferred to Maine 
to make the team here as a walk-on, and 
he too has had an encouraging preseason.
Incoming freshmen include forward 
Guy Gomis from Coco Barry’s Senegal 
team. Taking advantage of Barry’s pres­
ence and his experience with adjusting 
to life in the United States, Chappelle 
took the chance and recruited Gomis. 
The whole process has gone much more 
smoothly for Gomis, and all hope the 
final result will reflect in the team’s play. 
Forward Dan Smith received some pre­
season publicity when his lone kidney 
became the object of much concern. He 
has been cleared to compete, however, 
playing in a protective brace, and was 
the most pleasant surprise of the preseason. 
How a young man from Calgary, Alberta 
arrives to play basketball at UM is a 
story in itself. The coach received a let­
ter two years ago from proud grandpar­
ents in Steuben, Maine, and the rest is 
basketball history in the making.
Swingman Keith Kinard, guard How­
ard Burrell, and top vote-getter in the 
Bangor Daily News all-state players poll 
last year guard Dean Smith of Dover- 
Foxcroft complete the rookie list, along 
with Peter Switzer, a 6-9 center from 
Virginia, who with the others is “a good 
prospect.”
Despite injuries, unpredictability, a 
budget on the low end of the league’s 
scale, and a tough schedule, coach Chap­
pelle sees reason for optimism. He feels 
Dr. Dale Lick “is the best thing to hap­
pen in my 24 years here. He knows a lot 
about athletics, which is an encouraging 
sign for us.” What remains to be seen is 
where the new president’s priorities will 
settle, and how the young team will per­
form in the season laid out before them.
—Jean Leach
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Fall Brings 
Success to Men’s 
and Women’s 
Sports
The fall season was one to remember 
for several University of Maine teams. In 
field hockey Maine won the ECAC title 
for the first time ever. The soccer team 
compiled a very respectable record of 8 
wins, 6 losses, and 4 ties. And Maine 
football came back with its second winning 
season in a row, something that hadn’t 
happened for a long time. It appears that 
the fall momentum is carrying over to 
winter with the Black Bears ranked 
nationally in hockey and the women’s 
basketball team loaded with more talent 
than they can get on the court. Maine’s Anh Goldfine and her Maine 
field hockey teammates won the ECAC 
Championship at Lock Haven in No­
vember.
They’re the Champs
■The field at Lock Haven University 
was a muddy mess, but it didn’t seem to 
bother Maine senior Michelle Lambert 
or her UM field hockey teammates a bit. 
Lambert scored three goals for the Black 
Bears and Patty MacDonald added a 
fourth as UM defeated Lock Haven 4-2 
to win the ECAC championship.
“Internal motivation went into this 
championship,” said UM coach Jeri 
Waterhouse after the game. “They felt 
they could beat whoever was in the title 
game. They believed.”
In spite of the ECAC tournament vic­
tory, and an impressive season record, 
Maine did not receive an invitation to 
the NCAA championship. Still the team 
could take solace in knowing that they 
are the first Maine field hockey team to 
win a Division I post-season champion­
ship.
Maine Football
is Back
For many years the only news of the 
Maine football program was that of its 
coaches leaving for greener playing fields. 
Well, current coach Buddy Teevens may 
be heading south too, but even if he does 
he will have given Black Bear football 
fans what they have been looking for- 
putting Maine back in the limelight with 
consecutive winning seasons and a foun­
dation for a successful program.
Speculation about whether Teevens 
will go or stay has been prominent on 
campus in late fall, but it has not taken 
away from the good feeling of having 
Maine once again a winner.
The Black Bears ended their season 
with back-to-back victories over the Uni­
versity of New Hampshire (14-13) and 
Richmond (26-11).
And whether he stays or goes Teevens 
is optimistic about Maine’s future. “The 
players believe now that they can win,” 
he said. “They believe they are as good 
as anyone.”
Quarterback Bob Wilder gets a pointer from coach Buddy Teevens. Wilder 
temporarily lost his starting role to rookie Mike Buck this season, but came back 
strong toward the end to lead Maine to victories against New Hampshire and 
Richmond.
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Vincent Hartgen
The Vincent A. Hartgen Art History 
Travel Award hopes to provide the win­
ner of an art history essay contest a unique 
educational experience, and to foster the 
development of the University of Maine’s 
art history program.
In its second year, the competition 
judges papers on either art history, or art 
criticism, entertaining entries from any 
undergraduate of the university. The art 
department will allow the student win­
ning the competition the choice of the 
exhibit, museum, or research institution 
that he or she would like to visit, in the 
interest of promoting excellence. The 
funding for this prize is to he the income 
realized from the establishment of a 
$10,000 endowment fund, in honor of 
Vincent A. Hartgen, artist, former de­
partment chair, art historian, Carnegie 
Hall art collection curator, and profes­
sor emeritus. Further information on this 
fund may be obtained by contacting the 
Development Office in Crossland Alum­
ni Center or Karen-Edis Barzman (581- 
3252) at the Carnegie Hall Gallery.
The object of a great deal of love and 
affection during both his nearly 40 years 
of teaching at Maine, and continuing 
into his retirement (which he has been 
enjoying since 1982), Vince Hartgen 
‘started’ the art department at his hiring 
by Dr. Hauck in 1946. After working for 
the first 10 years as the sole faculty mem­
ber, Hartgen was joined by one assistant 
for the subsequent 10 years. At the end 
of that period, there was a great surge in 
federal dollars and interest in the arts, 
and the situation dramatically improved, 
to the point where the department was 
on the way to its current strength of 10 
full-time faculty, including three art 
historians.
“I loved every minute of it; I loved the 
teaching,” says Hartgen from his home 
in Orono. “The first priority when I got 
here was to get the classes going. I had 
classes scheduled from 7:45 a.m. to 5:45 
p.m. daily, with some classes having 115 
students.
Former UM Teacher Vincent Hartgen in his home studio.
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“It is one of the wonderful things about 
teaching that people do keep in touch — 
students remember you.”
“It is one of the wonderful things about 
teaching that people do keep in touch­
students remember you. In the material 
that I was teaching especially, art will be 
something that the students will experi­
ence.”
Cards come to Hartgen from every­
where in the summer, when former stu­
dents get that experience during their 
travelling. They write to let him know 
they remember what he had said about 
certain works of art that they were seeing 
in person for the first time.
Since retirement in 1982, Hartgen has 
been painting, drawing and sketching— 
“I’ve got so much to do! It doesn’t seem 
I’m retired, even though I don’t go to 
campus much, except for the entertain­
ment. I still feel I’m teaching, but I’m 
not.” Hartgen actively makes that deci­
sion, turning down private lessons and 
offers of lectureships.
“Any teacher steals from their own 
development,” he says. “Now I can spend 
hours and hours and hours in the studio. 
I am working very hard. For instance, in 
September I spent five days on the Cabot 
Trail in New Brunswick, filling note­
books with sketches. It was a 1,400 mile 
trip. Retirement gives you the time to 
do these things. In my paintings, I go for 
the essence of a place or a situation. I 
can’t say that I use specifically one or 
another scene from my sketches to get 
me to the final design. Somehow they all 
contribute, to help bring me to that place.”
Vincent Hartgen had so much love 
and exuberance that he still receives vis­
its from students as they return to cam­
pus during the summer, or for Home- 
coming or Reunion. One of the greatest 
feelings he has had during his lifetime as 
artist, and art teacher, is the experience 
of teaching two generations.
—Jean Leach
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Hudson Museum Open to the Public
The collections displayed in the Uni­
versity of Maine’s brand new Hudson 
Museum provide a window to many past 
cultures—from the Pre-Columbian 
Mayans and the ancient cultures of 
Western Mexico to Northwest Coast 
Indians, the Oceanic and Arctic cultures.
The official opening of the museum 
was celebrated at a well-attended recep­
tion on December 2. Now all of the 
museum's eight galleries and 60 cases of 
exhibits spanning all three floors of the 
Maine Center for the Arts, are open for 
public viewing. The museum’s hours are 
9 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. Tuesday through 
Friday, 9 A.M. to noon on Saturday, 
and noon to 3 P.M. on Sunday.
“Here is an opportunity for Maine 
citizens to see and learn from some of the 
finest specimens of their kind to be found 
in North America,” said Hudson Muse­
um director and UM professor of an­
thropology, Richard Emerick.
The university’s anthropology muse­
um was started in 1958, by Emerick. 
Until this year it was housed in what was 
once an accounting laboratory in Stevens 
Hall.
The Hudson Museum received its name 
in the 1970’s at the request of the F. 
Russell Hudson estate in memory of 
Hudson’s wife, Caroline Doane Hudson. 
A member of the University of Maine 
class of 1914, Hudson was a world travel­
er, collector, and farmer whose family 
moved from New York to Winthrop in 
1910.
The museum exhibit space in the MCA 
is many times larger than that found in 
Stevens Hall. Now, pieces never before 
shown due to space limitations will be 
exhibited. In the past, an estimated one- 
half of 1 percent of the Palmer collection 
was exhibited, according to Emerick.
“Due to the unique design of the build­
ing, having a museum and concert hall 
under the same roof offers the university 
the opportunity to attract people to the 
museum because of concerts— people who 
might not otherwise visit the museum. 
The reverse of that may be true as well,” 
said Joel Katz, executive director of the 
MCA.
Some of the finest ceramic pieces in 
North America are included in the Palm­
er Gallery on the second floor. The pieces, 
ranging in age from 800 B.C. to 1400 
A.D., were donated to the university 
from the William Palmer estate. Some 
pieces from the collection are still on 
exhibit in New York City and Washing­
ton, D.C.
Palmer, one of the university’s staunch­
est supporters and a member of the Class 
of 1958, died at his home in Falmouth 
Foreside in 1982. From his estate came 
the donation of priceless pieces includ­
ing a collection of pre-Columbian sculp­
ture from Mexico and Central America, 
and a collection of Northwest Coast Indian 
artifacts.
This 18-foot totem pole is from Queen 
Charlotte Island, Canada.
At right: The Hudson Museum inside 
the Maine Center for the Arts.
An estimated 30 percent of the Palm­
er collection is on display in the gallery 
which is specially equipped with securi­
ty and fire prevention systems. The en­
trance of the Palmer Gallery is designated 
by a Mayan stele—an eight-and-a-half- 
foot section of limestone taken from a 
building deep in the Mexican jungles. 
The stele, brought out of the jungles in 
sections on mules, dates back to 750-800 
A.D. and describes the events surround­
ing the life of an important person of 
that time.
Other galleries and their collections 
to be on display will be: Second Floor 
Gallery East, an African collection fea­
turing pieces from tropical South America, 
and a loan collection from the Indiana 
State Museums, “Tie and Dye: Process 
and Product;” Second Floor Gallery West, 
the native American collection high­
lighted by pieces from the Cheyenne 
Indians; Second Floor Center East will 
be a collection of Maine Indian artifacts, 
primarily Penobscot.
Centrally located on the third floor 
will be a display of the distinctive pot­
tery of the Code of Panama, dating back 
600-1,000 years. In the Third Floor Gal­
lery East will be an Arctic collection 
featuring traditional and contemporary 
works of the Inuit (Eskimo), on loan 
from the Canadian government; Third 
Floor Gallery West, a collection from 
the Oceanic cultures which includes 
Polynesia, Micronesia and Melanesia.
On the ground floor of the Maine 
Center for the Arts is the Northwest 
Coast Indian collection featuring a more 
than century-old, 18-foot totem pole from 
Queen Charlotte Island, Canada.The to­
tem pole is made from a one-piece cast 
taken from one of three such poles the 
museum owned at one time. The origi­
nal totem poles, carved from whole ce­
dar trees, since have been returned to 
the Canadian government.
The Hudson Museum’s permanent 
collections will be rotated with collec­
tions on loan. Future plans for the Hudson 
Museum include the display of traveling 
exhibits, an illustrated catalog for the 
Palmer collection and a museum gift 
shop. —Margaret Nagle
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Jeff Wren ’74G has brought the women’s swim team 
from an idea into a nationally recognized program.
By Alan Miller
Jeff Wren never competed in a swim meet and never took a course in 
how to coach. The University of Maine 
women’s swimming coach learned about 
his sport mostly from reading books on 
the subject, but his team’s 101-32 record 
is a testament to the quality of his self­
teaching method.
Wren first got interested in swimming 
when he took a course in lifesaving and 
aquatics at William and Mary College. 
While spending time around the pool 
he made friends with a member of the 
swim team who taught him many com­
petitive techniques.
The motivation for more study on 
competitive swimming came in Wren’s 
junior year when he met a young eighth 
grader in Virginia, Don Winant, who 
Wren says was a better swimmer than 
anyone around.
“We became friendly, and I took it 
upon myself to find out what he needed 
to do to improve his swimming skills,” 
Wren says. “I went to the bookstore and 
bought a copy of James Counsilman’s 
book, The Science of Swimming. I coached 
Don.”
Years later in 1975 while a student at 
the University of Arizona, Winant was 
ranked ninth in the world in the 400- 
meter individual relay. In 1976 he de­
cided to transfer to the University of 
Maine, where he set many records, two 
or three that still stand.
In 1971, after graduating from William 
and Mary, Wren got a chance to further 
his interest in swimming when he was 
given a job as waterfront director at 
Camp Wavus, a camp run by the Uni­
Alan Miller is professor of journalism 
and broadcasting at the University of 
Maine.
versity of Maine athletic director, Harold 
Westerman.
Through Westerman, Wren learned 
that the University of Maine was com­
pleting a new, first-ever indoor pool in 
the spring of 1971. Three graduate assis­
tants were needed to work with newly 
hired aquatics director and men's swim­
ming coach, Alan Switzer. Wren be­
came one of Switzer’s graduate assistants. 
Wren was the only graduate assistant 
who had any experience in coaching 
competitive swimmers.
Switzer made Wren assistant coach of 
the men’s swim team, which at the time 
“was the only swim team that anyone 
ever thought they'd need or want," Wren 
says. “Everything was new —the pool — 
the entire facility —and much care was 
taken in hiring the pool staff. I was in 
charge of the pool staff, and many of 
them were women who expressed an 
interest in swimming competitively. I 
put up a sign asking anyone interested 
to attend a meeting. Forty women showed 
up.
The team’s first meet was against the 
Bangor YMCA’s women’s swim team, 
which Maine won. During its inaugural 
year 1971-72, Maine also swam against 
Maine high school teams and the Uni­
versity of New Hampshire. Maine’s re­
cord was 3-2-1. That was the beginning 
of a successful program which evolved 
into a championship team. There was 
no budget for the women’s swim team 
for its first three years, and any funding 
came from the team members and the 
coach.
Meanwhile, in addition to coaching 
the women, Wren remained Switzer’s 
assistant and also attended graduate 
school. In 1974, Wren received his mas­
ter’s degree in physical education and 
was hired full-time in 1975 to teach phys­
ical education and also to be Switzer’s 
assistant.
It was also during this time that equal 
rights for women were coming to the 
fore. In fall 1978, some women swimmers 
approached Wren to see if the practice 
hours for the women’s swim team could 
be changed. As it was, the men’s team 
got prime time from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
while the women practiced from 5:30 to 
7:15 p.m. At Wren’s suggestion, the wom­
en went to then-women's athletic direc­
tor Maryjo Walkup. Before the season 
started, the men’s and women's swim 
team were sharing pool training hours 
between 2 and 6 p.m., each team get­
ting two hours, with each alternating 
daily.
Although interest in women’s swim­
ming was steady, it gained more and 
more recognition after the first women’s 
athletic scholarship was awarded to 
swimmer Julie Woodcock of Swarthmore, 
Pa., in 1977. “If you were ever going to 
give the first-ever women’s athletic schol­
arship to anyone, Julie would have been 
that person," Wren says. “I had written 
her through some contacts I had in Ban­
gor. Julie simply came up and liked 
what we had. She came here and never 
lost a race in her four years. She held as 
many as eight or nine New England 
records, and today her record in the 
New England meet’s 400-meter indi­
vidual medley still stands.” Woodcock 
still holds three UMaine records in the 
500 freestyle, 100 IM and 400 IM. Julie 
was one of five persons inducted into 
the UM Sports Hall of Fame in October 
1986.
It was 1977 when Maine became tru­
ly competitive in the New Englands, 
according to Wren. Maine had two strong
18 MAINE
Women’s swim team coach Jeff Wren times a team member during practice.
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swimmers in Woodcock and Jill Puzas. 
The team won nearly a third of the 
events in the New England meet that 
year. With a strong freshman class in 
1978, Maine went on to take first in the 
New Englands that year and again in 
1979 and 1980. “Although we didn’t do 
that much recruiting then —we do a lot 
more now—I think word was out that 
‘if you want to do something with your 
swimming, Maine’s a good place to go,”’ 
Wren says.
A nd members of the women’s swim 
team reaffirm this in their praise of Wren’s 
coaching and his dedication to the team. 
He works them hard, but the discipline 
has paid off. The team's .700 percent 
winning record, and the team’s show­
ings in the New England Women’s In­
tercollegiate Swimming and Diving As­
sociation Championships are the rewards. 
UM has competed in the New Englands 
since 1971-72, and Maine’s record in 
the New Englands is one of progression 
as these standings show: 6-4-4-5-6-3-1- 
1-1-2-2-2-1-2-1.
Today, UM has 2 % scholarships, and 
when compared to other New England 
universities, Maine’s overall record is 
impressive. With the proliferation of 
scholarships at other New England 
schools, it’s uncertain what the future is 
for UM. Nonetheless, Wren is optimis­
tic in assessing his team's chances. “UM 
is good in our league in New England, 
and, realistically, I don't think we can 
go much above that,” Wren says. “We 
don’t have the money, and even if we 
did, we can’t outspend someone else such 
as Pitt or Virginia. Even if we get to 
their level monetarily, we still have our 
problem of location. We seldom get an­
ybody from outside of New England.”
But women swimmers from the state 
of Maine show great potential. Wren 
says Maine talent is getting better. To­
day, more than half the team is from 
Maine. His best breatstroker is from 
Maine, and his best all-around swimmer 
on the team and in the league is Wendy 
Peddie of Hallowell.
Although his coaching record is en­
viable, Wren’s first love is teaching. He 
claims he is better at teaching swim­
ming than coaching swimming. “If there’s 
one important thing I do at the univer­
sity, it’s teaching,” Wren says.
Wren seldom takes a break from his 
coaching, as his wife, Rae Fournier-Wren 
will attest; but off-season or not, he keeps 
himself fit by swimming and working 
out regularly. He often bicycle rides 
and occasionally cycles the 150-mile 
roundtrip from the couple’s Bangor home 
to visit his parents in Augusta. Wren 
took up kayaking in 1973, developing 
into a top kayaker and still holds the 
record for best time (1:55.21) in the an­
nual Kenduskeag Stream Race in Maine. 
Wren is also an avid small-boat sailor 
and windsurfer.
An athlete in her own right, Rae trans­
ferred to UMaine in 1975 and was a 
member of the UMaine Women’s Swim 
Team through her junior year. “When I 
was coached by Jeff, I was impressed by 
his quiet manner and the fact that he 
took time for everyone. He kept indi­
vidual folders on each swimmer com­
plete with their events and times. He 
also made me understand why training 
was so important to successful compe­
tition.”
Jeff and Rae were married in May 
1977. Through the years, she has kept a 
scrapbook chronicling the women’s swim 
team’s activities— ranging from Florida 
citrus fruit fundraisers to regional and 
national meet honors.
Although Wren claims much of the 
team’s success is tied to luck and good 
swimmers, the record of 101 wins and 
32 losses is mute testimony that coach 
Jeff Wren will continue to garner the 
respect of swimmers, coaches and fans 
alike.
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oratory and became the institution’s first 
director.
Little was a true visionary, a man 
ahead of his time in understanding the 
impact genetics would have on biology 
and medicine. He was also ahead of his 
time in understanding the importance 
of inbred mice (mice that have gone 
through brother and sister matings for 
at least 20 generations) as a model for 
research. Understanding the workings 
of the gene, and producing inbred mice 
for research became the mission of the 
Jackson Laboratory.
*
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In the summer of 1924 the president of the University of Maine, Clarence Cook Little, took a group of UM stu­
dents for a field biology course on a site 
a mile or so outside of Bar Harbor. The 
course was a success and the next sum­
mer Little returned with more students. 
It was then he began to think about 
using the location for a nonprofit labo­
ratory to study the relationship between 
heredity and cancer.
Just a few years later, in 1929, on that 
very site where he taught his Maine 
students, Little founded the Jackson Lab-
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By the time Little started the labora­
tory he was no longer connected to the 
University of Maine. There was no official 
association between the two institutions 
then and there is none today. But in the 
50 plus years of the Jackson Laborato­
ry’s existence, UM alumni have distin­
guished themselves at the laboratory as 
scientists and students. From the other
end the university benefits from several 
Jackson scientists who serve as adjunct 
faculty members. And for many years a 
laboratory scientist has served on the 
, UM system Board of Trustees. That 
role was once filled by the distinguished 
scientist and educator, Elizabeth (Tibby) 
Russell. Currently the Laboratory’s di­
rector, Barbara H. Sanford, serves on 
the board.
There are now six Maine alumni on 
the laboratory’s relatively small scientific 
staff, and numerous others serving as 
professional and laboratory assistants. All 
are involved in basic genetic research — 
research that is seeking answers to fun­
damental biomedical questions that are 
keys to making progress against inherited 
diseases such as cancer, diabetes, ane­
mia, and growth and development prob­
lems.
The elder statesman of the Maine alumni currently working at the Jackson Laboratory is Dr. Seldon Bern­
stein ’49, now celebrating his 31st year 
at the research institution. He was 
brought to the laboratory by Dr. Russell 
in the mid-1950’s.
“I was just about to get my Ph.D. 
from Brown,” Bernstein recalls “and I 
was looking at teaching offers in several 
different colleges when Tibby called, 
and said she had heard about my work 
and wanted me to come up and work for 
her. She was so bright and convincing 
that I decided to come up and I’ve been 
here ever since.”
Bernstein gives Russell credit for lead­
ing him and his research in the right 
direction. “She helped show me what I 
should work on and what I did work on
Left: Just a few examples of the over 700 
different stocks and strains of mice 
maintained at the Jackson Laboratory. 
Altogether 3 million mice are reared at 
the laboratory each year, two-thirds of 
which are eventually shipped to other 
research institutions around the world.
Jane Barker ’57 holds one of the anemic mice she will study to better under­
stand blood disorders in humans.
for the next 27 years,” he says.
What Bernstein and Russell studied 
were inherited diseases of the blood, in 
Bernstein’s case with a special interest in 
the effects of radiation. In line with that 
research Bernstein and Russell carried 
out some of the very first bone marrow 
transplants back in 1956, a procedure 
that recently received a great deal of 
world attention when it was performed 
on victims of the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident.
The bone marrow is the place where 
all of your red and many of your white 
blood cells are produced. If damaged, 
you can become anemic. The reason 
bone marrow transplants were attempted 
after the Chernobyl accident is that too 
much radiation can damage the mar­
row. Ironically, Bernstein notes that fact 
also has a good benefit —anemic patients 
can have their bad cells destroyed by 
irradiation before receiving healthy 
transplanted marrow.
“Our idea was to destroy the bad and 
replace it with good,” Bernstein says. 
“And we routinely performed success­
ful bone marrow transplants on inbred 
mice. That is because after many gener­
ations of inbreeding they all have the 
same genes. They are virtually identical 
twins and thus there is little chance that 
the new marrow would be rejected. In 
humans it is much less successful, be­
cause there are just not many identical 
twins around.”
Bernstein is somewhat concerned 
about the burgeoning field of organ 
transplantation. “How many transplan­
tations does it take before you are no 
longer you?” he says. “Are you still you 
if you have a different heart or a differ­
ent brain?”
Rather than transplantation, he feels 
the major advances in human health in 
the future will be in the discovery of 
ways to bolster the immune system, 
allowing our bodies to be more resistant 
to disease.
Bernstein also holds out hope for the 
forgotten field of regeneration, which 
would allow us to replace our own de­
fective or injured parts. It sounds like 
science fiction, but he says work on the 
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idea actually dates back to the 1920’s.
“Quite a bit of work was done on it at 
that time,” he says. “Regeneration needs 
a fusion of male and female gametes (the 
reproductive cells). And we all have a 
complete set of gametes in our genetic 
makeup. We already know that some 
regeneration occurs in the liver. If we 
can learn more about what turns genes 
on and off, and learn more about exact­
ly what some genes do, it could well be 
that with genetic manipulation, we could 
replace our own organs. Unfortunately 
people interested in regeneration are not 
getting funded.”
One thing that strikes you about Bern­
stein is his wide ranging interests and 
his humanistic concerns about his own 
field as well as the world as a whole. 
These other interests led Bernstein to a 
proud achievement—the co-founding of 
the College of the Atlantic in Bar Har­
bor. The school’s curriculum in human 
ecology reflects the researcher’s own in­
terest in breaking down the barriers be­
tween the sciences and the humanities.
Bernstein credits the University of 
Maine with broadening his interests. 
Among the many faculty members who 
had a big influence was art teacher 
Vincent Hartgen.
“He was a one-man art department 
at that time,” Bernstein says. “His course 
opened my eyes to the world —to color, 
perspective, and form.”
Bernstein says he is grateful that UM 
was there or he most likely would never 
have gone on to college, let alone re­
ceive a Ph.D. from Brown and become 
an internationally recognized geneticist.
“It’s the only place I could have gone,” 
Bernstein says. “I grew up a poor kid in 
Bangor. I worked at a shoe factory all 
through high school and at Bangor Men­
tal Health Institute while I was a stu­
dent at the university. Working so hard 
with my body as a young man made me 
realize that it was better to use my brain 
than my back.”
Although he knew he didn’t want to 
return to the shoe factories, Bernstein 
remembers drifting during his first years 
at UM, unsure of what he wanted to 
pursue. It wasn’t until he returned after 
serving in the Navy during World War 
II that he knew he wanted to study 
biology. He came back to the university 
in 1946 and made the dean’s list every 
term.
As Bernstein looks back on his distin­
guished career, he expresses gratitude 
■to the University of Maine for his edu­
cation and to the Jackson Laboratory 
for providing the resources and envi-
Seldon Bernstein ’46 will retire this 
year after 31 years at the Jackson Lab­
oratory.
“I’m very fortunate to 
have worked through... 
the golden age of 
biomedical research.”
ronment that allowed him to explore 
and achieve.
“No one at the laboratory ever told 
me what to do,” he says. “There was 
always a great deal of freedom, which is 
absolutely necessary for good research.”
But Bernstein also says that if he were 
starting out today, he would have to 
think long and hard about entering the 
research field.
“The competition for grants is greater 
than it has ever been,” he says. “Because 
of that fewer people are able to do pure 
research. ... I feel I’m very fortunate to 
have worked through what I consider to 
be the golden age of biomedical research. 
Every grant I ever applied for was 
funded.”
Although Bernstein will retire from 
the laboratory in the spring he will stay 
as busy as ever. In addition to serving as 
a consultant to several medical schools, 
he expects to continue his lifelong com­
mitment to learning by going back and 
attending courses at the University of 
Maine.
X
Just across from Bernstein’s office sits Jane Barker ’57. As with Bernstein, Barker is interested in blood disorders, 
and she also had Tibby Russell as a 
mentor.
Barker has something else in com­
mon with Bernstein. She too is a native- 
of Bangor, although she moved through­
out the state growing up as a child.
Her interest in the sciences dates back 
to high school, although at the time she 
never dreamed she could become a re­
search scientist. “I was interested in a 
career in the medical field, but back 
then we had no idea that women could 
go on to become Ph.D.'s,” she says. 
“Growing up in Bangor in the 1950’s 
there were just no role models we could 
look to.”
Not aware of the ultimate opportuni­
ties that were open to her in science, 
Barker entered UM’s two-year medical 
technician program. When it came time 
for the students to go on to Eastern 
Maine Medical, the hospital could only 
accept four of the program’s six stu­
dents. Jane Barker wasn’t one of them. 
Disappointed at first, she decided to 
stay at Maine and work toward a four- 
year bachelor’s degree in zoology.
She made the most of her time at the 
university, achieving academically (she 
was president of All Maine Women in 
her senior year) and opening up socially 
(“The friendliness of everyone helped 
me a great deal”). After graduation Bar­
ker took a summer job with Tibby Rus­
sell at the Jackson Laboratory. It wasn’t 
a very glamorous position—she took 
care of imported mice in an outhouse at 
her father’s summer cottage (the mice 
couldn’t be brought into the laboratory 
until it was certain that they weren’t 
diseased). But the job proved beneficial 
to Barker in one very important way — 
with Tibby Russell, she had found a 
role model for what a woman could 
achieve in science.
Barker went on from that summer 
job to receive a master’s degree from 
Wellesley. She stayed at Wellesley to 
work in a research laboratory where 
several of the women scientists encour­
aged her to continue for her Ph.D. She 
took their advice and eventually earned 
her Ph.D. from the University of Wis­
consin.
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 With her doctorate in hand, Barker 
joined the staff of the National Insti­
tutes of Health (NIH). It was during 
her 10-year stay at NIH that she began 
’her work on anemias, work that she 
continues to this day at the Jackson 
Laboratory.
“We are really looking at how genes 
are controlled, more specifically how 
the genes that act in the differentiating 
of blood cells are controlled,” Barker 
says. “Really we’re interested in all the 
pathways of the red blood cells. And we 
look at it in a reverse way by looking at 
what goes wrong in blood cells. We know 
that if something has a drastic effect on 
the mice then it must be important.”
Continuing the work started by Russell 
and Bernstein, Barker and her colleagues 
are also doing bone marrow transplants 
in mice, trying to find out whether or 
not certain anemias can be cured by 
putting back the appropriate genes.
“In a way, our goal is to continue the 
work that Tibby Russell started. To take 
what she learned at the cellular lex el to 
the molecular level. To find out what 
the genes are that affect the abnormali­
ties in the blood cells.”
As with all the scientists at the labora­
tory, Barker spends a great deal of time 
working on grants to support her re­
search. The Jackson’s record for suc­
cessful grants is much higher than the 
national average, but there are no guar­
antees (Barker just lost a big grant), in 
what is a very competitive field.
“It’s a nerve-racking business, it’s a 
hard thing to live with,” she says. “At 
the Jackson Laboratory you live or die 
by successful grantsmanship.”
Even with the pressure caused by com­
petition for grants, Barker has no sec­
ond thoughts about her decision to leave 
the security of NIH for the Jackson 
Laboratory.
“ 1 here is nowhere else I could do this 
research,” Barker says. “Other places 
just don’t have the facilities for main­
taining the mice we need. The other 
important thing here is the collabora­
tion. We all work closely together. There 
is more cooperation than competition.”
When Joseph Nadeau ’73 gradu­ated from high school in Presque Isle, he hadn’t given much thought to 
going to college, let alone continuing 
for a Ph.D. and becoming a research 
scientist. He ended up being one of the 
very last students accepted at Orono for 
the year.
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Larry Mobraaten who received his Ph.D. from Maine in 1972 examines mouse 
embryos about to be frozen. Mobraaten heads the embryo freezing program at 
the Jackson Laboratory.
Preserving the Resource
Continuing the Jackson Labora­tory’s invaluable resource of mice through managed breeding is an ex­
pensive and risky business. Disease, loss 
of reproductive ability or discontinued 
use of a stock in current research could 
mean the end of a potentially valuable 
research animal.
One effective solution to this problem 
is embryo freezing. The Jackson 
Laboratory was one of the pioneering 
institutions in embryo freezing, and 
the person in charge of this important 
area is yet another University of Maine 
alumnus, Larry Mobraaten ’72G.
Embryo freezing requires precise 
timingand record keepingon the part of 
Mobraaten and his staff.
The procedure begins when females 
whose embryos are to be frozen are 
given hormones to induce and syn­
chronize ovulation. “This process max­
imizes the number of eggs ovulated, 
makes it easier to manage the proce­
dure,” Mobraaten says.
A second hormone is given which 
releases the embryos from the ovaries 
of the female donors. The embryos are 
then collected through a small pipe 
and placed in a freezer protectant while 
they arc cooled to —6 centigrade. Af­
ter being touched with an ice crystal to 
avoid damage, the embryos are slowdy 
frozen to — 196 C at the rate of .5 de­
grees per minute. The embryos are 
then stored in huge freezers filled with 
liquid nitrogen.
Thawing and implanting the em­
bryos is an equally delicate operation. 
They are thawed slowly at 4 to 12 de­
grees per minute and then cultured in 
test tubes overnight. This gives the em­
bryos time to repair and also brings 
them to the blastocyst stage—the point 
at which they would naturally implant 
in the mother.
For the surrogate mother to be ready 
to receive the embryo, she is mated 
with a sterile male several days in ad­
vance of implantation. Through this 
procedure, she is naturally prepared to 
receive the foster embryos. At exactly 
the right time the embryos are surgi­
cally implanted in the new' mother.
Because the recovery rate of frozen 
mouse embryos is only about 20%, many 
more have to be frozen than will ever 
be used. The laboratory currently has 
over 500,000 embryos in the frozen 
state.
Mobraaten is keenly interested in the 
biological implications of the freezing 
process, especially the relationship of 
the process to embryology and genetics.
“At these temperatures, it is believed 
that no mutations can occur,” he says. 
“On the other hand, living animals are 
undergoing small evolutionary changes 
all the time. Thus embryo freezing of­
fers us a constant against time and 
change. But the procedures before and 
after the freezing process may be caus­
ing mutations of their own that we are 
not yet aware of. This is an area I plan 
on pursuing in more depth in the future.”
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During his freshman year, Nadeau 
says he lacked any sense of direction or 
motivation. Ironically, he failed a fresh­
man zoology course, a field in which he 
would later receive advanced degrees.
Nadeau decided to take a semester 
off. It turned out to be a wise move. 
When he returned, he plugged into his 
schoolwork and went on to receive both 
a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from 
the university. He feels very strongly 
that the flexibility offered at UM helped 
him develop an ability to think for him­
self and to work independently, assets 
he now draws upon continually as a 
researcher.
Although he did well academically, 
Nadeau still had little idea of what he 
would do after college. He was in the 
pre-med program but he knew he did 
not want to become a medical doctor. 
Like Bernstein and Barker, he feels grow­
ing up in rural Maine caused him to 
have a somewhat limited view of his 
options in life.
“It wasn’t until I became a summer 
student at the Jackson Laboratory that I 
realized people actually conducted re­
search for a living," Nadeau remem­
bers. “I worked in the laboratory of Dr. 
Leroy Stevens, and the experience opened 
my eyes to a whole new world.”
The laboratory’s summer student pro­
gram brings together between 15 and 
20 outstanding high school and college 
students from around the country to 
work on an original research project 
with one of the laboratory’s scientists. 
Over two-thirds of the program’s alum­
ni go on to receive M.D.’s or Ph.D.’s.
After receiving his Ph.D. from Boston 
University, Nadeau did post-doctoral 
studies in Europe and then returned 
to the Jackson Laboratory for another 
post-doctoral study with Dr. Eva Eicher.
“When I finished I was offered a job 
at the laboratory," Nadeau says. “It was 
an exciting surprise for me; I never ex­
pected to get a position as a researcher 
that soon.”
In his own lab, Nadeau pursued his 
interest in the T-complex of genes. Sci­
entists are interested in the T-complex 
because it operates somewhat in viola­
tion of Gregor Mendel’s original princi­
ples of genetics. Male heterozygotes (those 
carrying one set of T-complex and one 
set of normal genes) always pass the 
T-complex on to their offspring (nor­
mally heterozygotes would have a 50% 
chance of passing a trait on to their 
offspring). When an offspring receives 
the T-complex from both parents it is 
almost always lethal, and always causes 
males to be sterile.
Quite by accident Nadeau and his 
colleagues discovered one important 
beneficial trait associated with the T- 
complex. Its presence in mice with a 
high susceptibility to ovarian tumors 
seemed to protect them against devel­
oping such tumors.
Nadeau began breeding mice to prove 
his finding conclusively back in 1981, 
and he is just now beginning to put the 
data together. His work is an example of 
the patience and persistence that must 
be exercised by all basic researchers.
“It is somewhat frustrating,” Nadeau 
says, “because I have enough results to 
see what is going on with my research. 
But because the breeding of the mice 
takes time, I just don’t have a large enough 
number of mice to give my work the 
kind of statistics I need."
Nadeau makes it clear that luck and 
intuition come into play a great deal in 
scientific research.
“A lot of people think that we just 
work in a laboratory, following the 
scientific method,” he says. “Well, if sci­
ence was only following the scientific 
method, anyone could do it. Following
Lois Maltais "71
Scientist-Soldier-Student
Lois Maltais ’71 is a woman who wears a lot of hats.First there is Lois Maltais, senior 
professional research assistant at the 
Jackson Laboratory where she works 
with Dr. Wesley Beamer on growth 
and development problems such as 
dwarfism, hypothyroidism, and growth 
hormone deficiencies.
Then there is Staff Sergeant Lois 
Maltais, the first woman platoon ser­
geant ever in the history of the 112th 
Medical Company of Maine’s Nation­
al Guard. But then Maltais is used to * * • « • • 
being involved in firsts—she also has 
the distinction of being the first wom­
an “Soldier of the Year” from Maine.
Next is Lois Maltais, carpenter, who 
several years ago fulfilled a lifelong dream 
that began on her grandfather’s farm in 
Waterville—a dream to have her own 
land and build her own house with her 
own hands.
Finally there is Lois Maltais, college 
student, who after 15 years is returning 
to the University of Maine to work, 
part-time, toward her master’s and even­
tually, perhaps, her Ph.D.
“I’m going back to catch up on a 
field that has changed dramatically since 
I was in school,” Maltais says. “I espe­
cially need to pick up more knowledge 
and skill in the field of molecular 
genetics.”
And how does it feel to be back on 
the UM campus after all those years? 
“The university hasn’t really changed 
that much,” Maltais observes. “Except 
that there are a whole lot more nontra- 
ditional students— people my age going 
to school. Sometimes I just like walk 
around campus and try to remember 
what I was doing 15 years ago.”
Although you might wonder how 
she finds time to eat and sleep, being a 
researcher, soldier, housebuilder, and 
student isn’t enough for Maltais. She 
wants to get into volunteer work with 
children, and is even thinking of adopt­
ing her own child.
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M.S. from Maine. Here he works with UM graduate student Jeff Crosby, who 
is studying for his Ph.D. under Nadeau’s sponsorship.
“I’m doing exactly what I want to do in one of 
the few places in the world where I could do it.”
the scientific method is just a fraction of 
my job. Most of my time is spent think­
ing, reading, and writing.
“As for luck, well, so much of science 
is serendipity. Two scientists can be equal­
ly bright and hardworking, but one hap­
pens to follow a line of research that 
leads to a great discovery, while the oth­
er scientist who is just as good comes to a 
dead end.”
Nadeau notes that success at raising 
money is also an important ingredient 
in being a successful scientist.
“Most people’s idea of what a re­
searcher does is not very accurate,” 
Nadeau says. “I spend a large portion of 
my time raising money, and then I hire 
the people to do the research I raised 
the money for. The irony is that I got 
into the field because I loved to work in 
the laboratory, but now I spend almost 
no time in the laboratory. I direct the 
research, but the actual science is done 
by a staff of highly trained assistants.”
Despite the lack of lab time, the need 
for good luck, the patience required, 
and the insecurity of depending on grants 
for a livelihood, Nadeau says he can’t 
imagine doing anything else with his 
life.
“I’m doing exactly what I want to do, 
in one of the few places in the world 
where I could do it,” he says.
The reason the laboratory is one of the few places where Nadeau could do his research is the number, 
condition and variety of the mouse pop­
ulation it maintains. That is an area 
where Janaan Eppig '82G plays an im­
portant role.
Eppig came to the Jackson Laborato­
ry while she was working on her Ph.D. 
from Maine. In fact her Ph.D. sponsor 
was a Jackson Laboratory scientist, some­
thing that happens occasionally even 
though there is no official educational 
connection between the two institutions.
Eppig began her doctorate program 
at Maine after receiving an undergrad­
uate degree from the University of Wash­
ington. It was there, working in a uni­
versity laboratory, that she got turned 
on to genetics.
While spending half her time as a 
research associate, conducting her own 
studies on anemia in the laboratory of 
Jane Barker, Eppig also works half-time 
in the animal resource area.
“That half of my job is really a mix­
ture of things.” Eppig says. “One thing 
that takes a good deal of time is answering 
all the technical inquiries concerning 
our mice. Any calls about strains or prob­
lems breeding mice come through me. 
The laboratory has over 75% of the mu­
tations that are known to occur in mice, 
so we are a valuable source of infor­
mation.”
Eppig is also an advisor to the animal 
resource area making sure, among oth­
er things, that breedings are genetically 
correct. Accuracy in breeding and han­
dling is essential to the integrity of sci­
entific experiments and the laboratory 
has a reputation for taking extreme care 
in this area.
The numbers and variety of mice at 
the laboratory is mindboggling. Over 3 
million mice per year are born at the 
facility, 2 million of which are eventual­
ly shipped throughout the United States 
and around the world. Just about any 
type of mouse you could imagine can be 
purchased —obese mice, dwarf mice, yel­
low mice, black mice, white mice, spot­
ted mice, even hairless mice. Many of 
these abnormalities are caused by gene 
mutations that also cause health prob­
lems. For example, obese mice develop 
diabetes. The hairless mice also develop 
leukemia. Knowing that these mice will 
develop such diseases makes them in­
valuable for researchers around the world.
What can studying a mouse tell us 
about human diseases?
“A lot,” says Eppig. “Mice are really 
very similar to humans physiologically 
and genetically. A great number of the 
genes in the mouse and in man are the 
same, and they develop many of the 
same disorders.
And how did the Jackson Laboratory 
get to be one of the world’s greatest re­
sources for research mice?
“Well, remember, we weren’t just 
breeding animals,” Eppig says, “we were 
also doing research. As a result of hav­
ing the research aspect for over 50 years 
we had people trained in the care and 
breeding of animals. They also knew 
the tremendous value of saving these 
mice for the future. It is the Jackson 
Laboratory's commitment to the research 
world to keep these stocks going.”
Whether in the area of animal re­
sources or research or education the work 
that Maine alumni are doing at the 
Jackson Laboratory is indeed impres­
sive. They are part of an institution at 
the forefront of biomedical research — an 
institution that the National Cancer In­
stitute recognizes as being critical to 
the success of the national cancer effort. 
C.C. Little would be proud of the re­
spect his laboratory has earned. And he 
would most certainly be pleased to see 
so many University of Maine folks mak­
ing an important contribution.
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The
Price of 
Speaking 
Out
UM Professor 
Ngo Vinh Long 
is a world 
recognized 
expert on 
Southeast 
Asia. But his 
views almost 
cost him his 
life.
By Jim Frick Asian historian Ngo Vinh Long sensed danger as he entered the Harvard University hall where he was 
to take part in a panel discussion about 
the Vietnam War. The room was filled 
with Vietnamese refugees, a group par­
ticularly hostile to Long’s past opposi­
tion to the war and to his support of 
United States reconciliation with the 
current Vietnamese government.
Only a few weeks before, on April 9, 
1981, a similar group of Vietnamese had 
threatened and harassed Long at an­
other Harvard forum. This time he de­
cided not to take any chances. He called 
the campus police for protection.
When the discussion ended, the po­
lice escorted Long to his car amidst the 
angry shouts and waving fists of the ref­
ugees. As he approached his car, a 
Vietnamese man jumped out from be­
hind a tree and hurled a Molotov cock­
t il at Long, just as he was entering his 
vehicle.
The bomb crashed so hard against 
the car window that it failed to explode. 
And although the two policemen were 
slightly injured from the flying debris, 
they managed to subdue the would-be 
assassin before he could throw a second 
Molotov cocktail.
Normally, being a scholar is not con­
sidered a dangerous business. But this 
incident was not Long’s first exposure 
to physical danger (although it was the 
first actual attempt on his life). Years 
before he had been roughed up in a 
Georgetown University elevator, and both 
before and after the Harvard incident 
his Boston apartment was ransacked.
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Things were getting to the point where 
.Long feared for his own and his family’s 
safety. That fear became part of the mo- 
tivation for his accepting a teaching po­
sition at the University of Maine in 1985.
“I had a friend here (Professor Douglas 
 Allen) and he told me that Maine was a 
nice place,” Long says. “That sounded 
.very good to me at the time.”
Long is now an assistant professor of
'Asian history at the university, although 
his wife still lives and works in Boston. 
That situation does not make Long feel 
comfortable. The refugee population in 
Boston has grown to close to 5000, and 
refugee anti-Communist feelings have 
been rising because former Vietnam Pres­
ident Thieu is now in the Boston area.
Why are Long’s fellow Vietnamese 
out to get him? Unlike Long, who has 
lived in the United States since the 
mid-1960’s, the refugees all arrived in 
the country around the time of the fall 
of Saigon in 1975. They are nationalists, 
strong opponents of the current Viet­
namese regime. Because Long believes 
the United States should recognize and 
normalize relations with Vietnam, the 
refugees view him as something of a 
traitor.
In contrast, Long gets along very well 
with the Vietnamese who have settled 
in Maine. “I know most of the Vietnamese 
up here,” he says, “and I consider them 
my friends.”
Long strongly denies charges that he 
is sympathetic with the current regime 
in Vietnam. He insists that he is an 
independent scholar whose duty it is to 
make all parties aware of the realities of 
the situation. His position is supported 
by the fact that the Vietnamese once 
accused him of being a CIA agent and 
that just this summer Vietnam denied 
him permission to enter Vietnam, be­
cause, as Long puts it, “they didn’t want 
me snooping around while there are 
leadership changes going on.”
“That’s the irony,” said a prominent 
Asian historian in a Boston Globe article 
in 1982. “He’ s never really been trusted 
by representatives of North Vietnam. 
They can’t slot him. He’s too much of a 
maverick for them to figure out.”
As with most Vietnamese, the life ofNgo Vinh Long is intertwined with the tragic history of his homeland. Born 
at the end of World War II to the par­
ents of South Vietnamese intellectuals, 
Long’s earliest memories are filled with 
the horrors of war.
“At the height of the war against the 
French in 1949 I would swim with float­
ing corpses,” Long remembers. “These 
were people executed by the French. 
Sometimes I would get so sick, I’d be 
sick for a week.”
____ *
These early experiences instilled in 
the young man a strong dislike of the 
French. He refused to follow the stand­
ard practice of well-educated Vietnamese 
of learning the French language. Sub­
mitting to his son’s wishes, Long’s father 
taught him English as a substitute. 
Through that instruction, Long devel­
oped an infatuation with the United 
States. “America became my dream 
world,” he says.
"The most important 
lesson of Vietnam is that 
every country has to 
determine its own 
future. In this sense 
Vietnam and Nicaragua 
are the same thing”
Eager to assist the Americans in his 
country, Long worked for the United 
States government as a map maker from 
1959 through 1962, while he was just a 
teenager. The experience took him to 
just about every village, mountain and 
rice paddy in Vietnam. Ironically, this 
experience, motivated by his pro-Amer­
ican enthusiasm, actually planted the 
seed for his subsequent opposition to 
the war.
“I became critical of the American 
presence in Vietnam after working for 
them a while,” Ngo says. “I watched a 
massive relocation of the Vietnamese 
people which caused widespread star­
vation. I stayed in one village for two 
months, and each month about 200 peo­
ple died of hunger.”
At the time American policy makers 
called what they were doing counter­
insurgency. But Long maintains the pro­
cess destroyed the very fabric of Viet­
namese life.
“I told the American authorities that 
their actions were making more ene­
mies than friends,” Long says. “I tried 
to tell them that a village in Vietnam is 
like a family in America. The land and 
the family tombs on those lands repre­
sent the continuity of life to a village.”
Disillusioned, Long quit his job and 
became active in student protests around 
the country.
Although Long had changed his mind 
about U.S. policy, he still liked Ameri­
cans and had many American friends in 
Vietnam. One of those friends encour­
aged him to go to the U.S. for an educa­
tion. The suggestion sparked Long’s 
thinking. “I felt that maybe if I made it 
to America, I could tell about what was 
happening in Vietnam,” he says.
After a year as a high school exchange 
student in Joplin, Missouri, Long be­
came the first Vietnamese student ever 
to attend Harvard. After completing 
his B.A. he went onto earn a master’s 
and Ph.D. in Asian studies.
During the time he was a student in 
the U.S., Long fulfilled his pledge of 
letting Americans know what was going 
on in Vietnam. He became a major figure 
in the anti-war movement, speaking 
at Rotary Clubs, Chambers of Com­
merce, as well as on college campuses 
around the country. His involvement 
was frowned upon by the South Viet­
namese government, so much so that it 
eventually stripped both Long and his 
wife of their citizenship.
At Harvard, Long was in contact with many of the people who were instrumental in setting American poli­
cy in Southeast Asia. At the same time 
he was also working with some of the 
national leaders of the anti-war move­
ment.
“It is ironic,” he noted, “That the 
Cambridge crowd which protested the 
war so strongly years later, were the 
same people who brought the U.S. into 
Vietnam in the first place.”
Among the people Long was associated 
with at Harvard were the chief foreign 
policy advisors for the two major candi­
dates in the 1968 presidential election — 
Samuel P. Huntington (Humphrey’s 
advisor) and Henry Kissinger (Nixon's 
advisor).
Long was a teaching assistant for 
Kissinger, and did research on Vietnam 
for Huntington. He strongly disagreed 
with Kissinger’s thinking on the war, 
and once wrote a long open letter to the 
professor which was published in the 
Harvard Crimson. In it he predicted 
that it would be impossible for the Unit­
ed States to be victorious in Vietnam.
Kissinger wasn’t influenced by the 
young Vietnamese scholar’s thinking. 
“He had a very arrogant attitude re-
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garding Vietnam,” Long recalls. “He 
basically believes that might makes right. 
Remember, his heroes were Bismarck 
and Metternich.”
One of the reasons Long’s scholarship 
on Southeast Asia is so highly regarded 
is that he gets much of his information 
firsthand. His job is made easier by the 
fact that he is fluent in Vietnamese, Chi­
nese, French, Russian, and English. And 
he has travelled back to Vietnam many 
times to conduct his research, talking to 
peasants and city dwellers alike. He says 
his visits to Vietnam show that the 
Vietnamese are not bitter towards the 
United States, but one story he tells in­
dicates that the wounds of war are still 
deep.
“I met a woman on my last trip to 
Vietnam who had four sons killed in the 
war,” Long said. “I asked her what her 
feelings were about her tremendous loss. 
She said that she only regretted not hav­
ing more children to give to her coun­
try. In fact when her last child was killed, 
she volunteered for the civilian defense 
force. She seemed very stable at the time. 
But a few days later, I saw this same 
woman running through the streets curs­
ing America. She fell to the ground 
screaming, my sons, my sons!’ I asked 
others in the village what had happened — 
that just a few days earlier this same 
woman had seemed so strong. They said 
she had been waiting in line for food, 
but that the village had run out before 
she could get some. She was angry be­
cause she knew that if her children were 
around, she would have food.”
On his trips back to Vietnam, Long has also observed the tremendous human and environmental damage that 
was caused by the spraying of the defoli­
ant Agent Orange during the war. What 
is especially upsetting to Long as he 
walked through the Vietnamese villages 
is the disproportionately large number 
of children he saw with genetic defects.
Seeing those children touches Long 
in a very personal way. In the early 
1960’s while he was working as a map 
maker in Vietnam he, himself, was a 
victim of Agent Orange spraying. Years 
later, his son was born with a cleft palate 
and a harelip, a common genetic prob­
lem in children born to parents exposed 
to Agent Orange. Long is convinced 
that his son’s problem was related to the 
Agent Orange incident because there is 
no history of the genetic defect in his 
family.
Long tried to warn Kissinger and U.S. 
government officials about the Tet of- 
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Ngo Vinh Long during one of his trips 
back to his Vietnamese homeland.
fensive a year before it happened. But 
he found people unwilling to believe 
that the enemy forces had the support 
or the means to mount a campaign against 
Vietnamese cities.
“I had been pointing out for a year 
that the Vietcong were getting into the 
cities, almost at will,” Long said. “I mean 
they literally walked into Hue. The South 
Vietnamese forces did nothing to stop 
them. I also predicted that Saigon would 
be hit hard. I had many inside sources, 
and my analysis showed that the V.C. 
had strong support in the cities as well 
as in the countryside.”
Not that Long’s opinions haven’t had 
influence. He is respected for his schol­
arship and integrity throughout the 
world. In fact, many consider him to be 
the world’s foremost expert on the 
Vietnam War. And his book. Before the 
Revolution, is considered to be a classic 
in its field.
After his son’s birth, Long began con­
ducting research on Agent Orange, and 
published articles as early as 1970 warn­
ing about its terrible consequences.
Long now talks to Vietnam veterans’ 
groups about Agent Orange and other 
war related subjects, including the prob­
lems of Vietnamese veterans. He feels a 
close affinity to Vietnam vets and from 
all indications the feeling is mutual.
“Long brings a very special perspec­
tive to the history of the war that vets 
appreciate,” says Robert Whalen, presi­
dent of the Bangor chapter of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America and and an English 
professor at the University of Maine. 
“The war affected him in many of the 
same ways it affected us. We’ve even 
made him an associate member of the 
organization.”
Another Vietnam veteran has become 
a student of Long. Former Marine Colo­
nel Bruce MacLearen doesn’t always share 
his professor’s views on the war, but 
he says Long’s scholarship cannot be 
matched.
“Much of what he has to say is unflat­
tering to America,” MacLearen says. 
“But even though I’m an ex-marine and 
a Vietnam vet, it didn’t upset me a bit. 
He has a very balanced approach, and 
you just have to be impressed with the 
guy’s knowledge.”
Long admits that he tries to open up 
some minds in his courses. But he feels it 
might be harder for his students to take 
some of the hard facts about American 
involvement in Vietnam from a teacher 
who is Vietnamese. '
“I think the job might be easier if I 
was an American,” Long says. “I can see 
many of these students wriggle uncom­
fortably in their seats over some of the 
things we learn in the course.”
But making people wriggle a bit in 
their seats is nothing new to Ngo Vinh 
Long. It is part of speaking out on im­
portant issues and presenting what he 
considers to be historical accuracy. His 
courage in speaking out has won him 
respect throughout the academic com­
munity.
And Long says he will continue to 
speak out in the future, even though his 
words may provoke more threats and 
violent actions from the Vietnamese ref­
ugee community.
“Unfortunately, we have not learned 
any of the real lessons of Vietnam,” Long 
says. “Just look at the rise of the “Rambo” 
mentality, and at recent U.S. actions in 
Central America. The most important 
lesson of Vietnam is that every country 
has to determine its own future. In this 
sense Vietnam and Nicaragua are the 
same thing.”
'J
King on Time
Everybody knew it was just a matter of 
time before UM graduate Stephen King 
70 made the cover of Time magazine. After 
all he is once again at the top of the best 
seller list for his latest book, It, and he 
seems to have more movie offers for his 
stories than he can keep up with.
Part of his latest movie, Creepshow 2, 
was filmed last fall in the Bangor-Brewer 
area, and students have even reported 
hearing strange noises and seeing camera 
lights on the edge of the Orono campus.
King and his wife Tabitha 72 were on 
campus for another reason this fall. They 
were appointed Elliot lecturers and both 
held public talks and addressed classes to 
complement a five-day film festival featuring 
movies based on King’s writings.
Prospects dim 
for hostage 
Frank Reed ’55
Renewed attention was focused on Uni- 
versity of Maine graduate Frank Reed ’55 
recently in light of the release of several 
American hostages from Lebanon. Reed 
was seized on September 8, 1986 near the 
elementary school he operated in Beirut.
Unfortunately for Reed’s friends and 
family the news of hostage releases from 
Lebanon may not be that encouraging. A 
study by Los Angeles Times reporter, Doyle 
McManus in November speculated that 
Reed and two other hostages may have 
been captured by an ultra radical Iranian 
group that opposes any negotiations. This 
runs counter to earlier reports that Reed 
was taken by the Islamic Jihad, a group 
that is generally considered to be more 
moderate. McManus said that if Reed and 
the others were indeed taken by the more 
radical group, the chances of their release 
soon is dim because “unlike the relative 
moderates—who helped engineer the free­
dom for the others—this group has no 
interest in making a deal with the United 
States.”
Reed first came to UM in 195 1, but his 
studies were interrupted by a stint in the 
army. He was president of the class of 
1955, although he did not actually grad­
uate until 1961. Reed was also a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. In ad­
dition to his bachelor’s degree from Maine, 
he earned a master’s from Boston College. 
Before moving to Lebanon in 1977, Reed
Copy right 1986 Time, Inc All rights reserved
Stephen King on the cover of Time, 
October 6, 1986.
taught at numerous New England schools 
including South Bristol and Islesboro in 
Maine.
Making It Big With
Blueberries
University of Maine alumni Amr Ismail 
’69G and R.H. Foster ’56, along with 
Frederick “Bud” Kneeland, are the chief 
executives of one of the most successful, 
dynamic and positive companies operat­
ing Down East.
Amr Ismail
Maine Wild Blueberry Co., Inc. of 
Machias promotes new commercial uses 
for the fruit best grown on the barrens of 
Maine’s Washington County. Maine Wild’s 
processing facility, which also functions as 
a research laboratory for the blueberry 
industry, is in production and develop­
ment of these uses for the wild blueberry 
as well.
Dr. Ismail was the blueberry specialist 
for the university’s Washington County 
extension service for 15 years after receiv­
ing his Ph.D. from Maine in 1969. Ac­
cording to the Boston Globe, he “transformed 
a moribund industry” and he is what they 
term “the nation’s leading blueberry au­
thority.” In 1980 Canadian and American 
growers and processors formed the Wild 
Blueberry Association of America, and in 
1983 Maine Wild was created.
Currently selling their blueberry and 
other fruit products to more than a half­
dozen major food companies including 
Ocean-Spray, Pepperidge Farm, and Gen­
eral Foods, Maine Wild enjoyed one of its 
most satisfying moments yet this Septem­
ber when Quaker Oats began marketing 
its instant blueberries and cream oatmeal 
cereal. Adopting a native Indian concept, 
Maine Wild developed, manufactured, and 
marketed the semi-moist, shelf-stable blue­
berry used in the product. Ismail pro­
nounced himself and the company very 
happy at the time, because they felt the 
aroma and flavor of wild blueberries were 
truly captured.
Maine Wild employs 200 people in the 
summer, and 90-100 locals at other times 
of the year. It has a large export business, 
especially successful in its canned blue­
berry business with Japan, but you will 
find its products on shelves from L.L. Bean 
to San Francisco.
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Judy Martin ’75
’75 Graduate Takes New England Emmy
When it comes to winning awards, Judy 
Martin 75 has to admit she has received 
her share since graduating from the Uni­
versity of Maine 11 years ago. But she says 
that the latest award, the New England 
Television Emmy for directing “None for 
the Road,” marks the high point of her 
career.
Her award-winning program portrayed 
the tragedy of drunk driving and was
Alberto Escrivel ’67
targeted for the teenage audience. Two 
years ago Martin won a second-place award 
from the Associated Press Broadcasters in 
the public affairs category. After the award 
she was promoted to her present position 
as special projects director at WPRI Chan­
nel 12 in Providence.
Martin now resides in Bristol, Rhode 
Island with her husband Paul and her 
four-year-old daughter, Kimberly.
Escrivel Named 
Minister of 
Agriculture
In the Spring of 1986 Alberto Escrivel 
’67 was appointed Minister of Agriculture 
in Costa Rica for a four year term (1986-90) 
by the President of Costa Rica, Dr. Oscar 
Arias Sanchez. In his new position Escrivel’s 
priority is to foster a dialogue between the 
government and the small farmer and to 
increase Costa Rican productivity in agri­
culture.
Escrivel is co-owner and founder of 
several companies that process cardboard, 
foods and textiles. He lives on and works a 
coffee and sugar plantation in Santa Barbara 
de Heredia, Costa Rica. Escrivel is the 
second of five sons who form the Escrivel 
Company. His father was a past Minister 
of the Exterior and Ambassador to Wash­
ington from Costa Rica. Escrivel graduated 
from the University of Maine in 1967 with 
a major in agricultural engineering. He 
also studied aviation in the United States 
and in Costa Rica and now plans to use his 
Piper CNK-2 in fulfilling his responsibilities 
as Minister of Agriculture.
Validation by Mindy Schenck Blake 72
Maine Graduate 
Named Ohio
State V.P.
Frederick E. Hutchinson ’53, is now 
vice-president and dean of agriculture at 
Ohio State University.
Hutchinson is a former faculty member 
and vice-president for research and pub­
lic service at the University of Maine. He 
left the university to become executive 
director of the Board for International 
Food and Agriculture Development in 
Washington, D.C.
In addition to his bachelor's and mas­
ter's degrees from Maine, Hutchinson 
earned a doctorate in agronomy from Penn­
sylvania State University.
Frederick Hutchinson ’53
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I “A
Remarkable
Work”
John J. Murray, Flanders and England, A 
Cultural Fridge: The Influence of the Low 
Countries on Tudor-Stuart England (Antwerp: 
Fonds Mercator, 1985), 401 pp.
/ )
With the publication of Flanders and England, John J. Murray, Univer­sity of Maine class of 1937 and retired 
history professor from Coe College, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, has completed a research 
project he began nearly thirty years ago. 
In the intervening years he has published 
numerous books and articles on various 
aspects of the subject, including books on 
Antwerp and Amsterdam in the early mod­
ern period, but this richly illustrated and 
beautifully produced book transcends his 
earlier work in both breadth and thorough­
ness. As the title of his book indicates, 
Professor Murray sets out to demonstrate 
that the Low Countries (modern Nether­
lands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the im­
mediately adjacent areas of France and 
Germany) acted as a cultural bridge be­
tween England and the rest of Europe 
during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries.
To a certain extent, proximity alone 
could account for close ties between En­
gland and the Low Countries, and, at 
least since the Bronze Age, the North Sea 
and English Channel never really acted as 
serious obstacles to contacts of various kinds. 
Professor Murray contends, however, that 
such contacts became much more intense 
during the sixteenth century than they 
had ever been before, and they began to 
have a significant impact on many aspects 
of English life. He attributes this intensi­
fication to the arrival in England of the 
“Strangers,” refugees from the religious 
and political troubles of the Low Coun­
tries represented by the 80-Years’ War. At 
first a trickle but eventually a flood of 
refugees crossed to England. They were
The author of this review, William H. TeBrake, 
is an associate professor of history at Maine 
where he teaches courses on medieval history 
and European environmental history.
John J. Murray ’37, retired professor at Coe College holding his book, Flanders 
and England, the culmination of a project begun nearly 30 years ago.
particularly numerous in the cities and 
towns of southern and eastern England, 
first at Canterbury' and Kent, later in Lon- 
don, eventually throughout East Anglia, 
while scattered enclaves were established 
elsewhere as well. At least one contempo­
rary estimate claimed there were as many 
as 40,000 Strangers in London by 1550, a 
time when the total population of the city 
can hardly have been twice that number. 
Though some came for religious reasons, 
others, according to Professor Murray, were 
looking simply for peace and safety, free 
from the destructive effects of warfare. 
Whatever the reasons for their arrival, how­
ever, many Strangers kept close ties with 
the areas they had left, paving the way for 
continued interaction between England 
and the continent in the form of visits in 
both directions through the seventeenth 
century.
Many of the Strangers and their succes­
sors, according to Professor Murray, were 
quite remarkable people, ranging from 
highly skilled tradespeople to highly edu­
cated humanistsand other scholars, large­
ly products of the bustling cities and towns 
of the Low Countries. When they set out 
for England, therefore, they brought with 
them a bountiful cultural baggage that 
eventually enriched many aspects of life in 
their new places of residence. Professor 
Murray proceeds to discuss the specific 
ways in which the culture of the Low 
countries affected English cultural life dur­
ing the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
The effects of all this may not be wel­
come to those accustomed to seeing Europe 
primarily through English eyes. For ex­
ample, Professor Murray convincingly 
shows the great intellectual debt of England 
to Netherlandic humanists such as Erasmus 
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of Rotterdam. “The humanism of Erasmus 
put the habit of research and investigation 
into religion and aimed more at morality 
than theology.” He goes on to explain that 
the tradition of Erasmus convinced En­
glish intellectuals, at least, “that the arts, 
literature and learning should not be 
exploited upon the altar of orthodoxy and 
dogma but should be used to blaze a path 
to peace and freedom.” Murray concludes 
that the Erasmian tradition “kept human­
ism alive against the narrow zeal of the 
Reformation and gave to the English Ren­
aissance a distinctive flavour,” without 
which William Shakespeare and John 
Milton would have been impossible.
Professor Murray maintains through­
out that the Low Countries served as the 
cultural master under which England 
served an apprenticeship, not only in hu­
manistic scholarship and religious devel­
opments, but also in science, various crafts, 
economics, music, and the visual arts. Un­
der such tutelage, he argues, England be­
gan to experience a series of cultural changes 
that put it on a par with its neighbors by 
the eighteenth century. Although Profes­
sor Murray never explains how the Low 
Countries came to play the role of master 
and England the role of apprentice, many 
“If a little knowledge is dangerous, 
where is the man who has so much 
as to be out of danger?”
Thomas Henry Huxley 
1825-1895
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of the elements of such an explanation are 
present in Flanders and England. More 
than anything else, perhaps, it was the 
lack of a nation-state in the Low Coun­
tries that gave free rem to the cities of the 
region to develop and prosper. Under the 
indulgent and decentralized dominion of 
the Burgundian dukes, urban society 
emerged there as the antithesis of the tra­
ditional, aristocratic, and increasingly 
royally-dominated societies found in En-
• er
gland and France by the sixteenth centu­
ry. In the end, England achieved much 
the same when the power of traditional 
elites was limited during the seventeenth 
century, giving rise to the same bourgeois, 
liberal society that had made the Low 
Countries prosper.
Specialists will welcome Flanders and 
England because it is based on extensive e 
documentation and incorporates much of 
the best in recent scholarship. Because it 
is well-organized and clearly written and 
because it does not presume much prev 1- 
ous knowledge of the topic, however, it 
will appeal to the nonspecialist as well. 
What may well be the most  valuable feature 
of the book is the long series of beautifully- 
reproduced contemporary plates, many 
in full color, illustrating virtually every 
M
argument in the text. Professor Murray is 
to be commended for producing a remark­
able work.
Country Wisdom
A. Carman Clark, From the Orange Mail­
box, Notes From a Few Country Acres 
(The Harpswell Press, 1985), 273 pp.
A. Carman Clark '69 writes a weekly 
column appearing in The Camden Herald. 
Entitled “From the Orange Mailbox,” the 
writing explores the pleasures and pains 
of rural living, of living in Maine, and the 
infinite challenges life provides, especially 
to those who strive to remain aware. This 
first collection of the same name empha­
sizes the same philosophies, as well as pro­
viding sage gardening advice gained from 
trial and error,and food information from 
the Good Book of Tested Recipes.
Transplanted from New Jersey with a 
growing family, Clark’s initial experiences 
with her 170-year old farm on Sennebec 
Farm in Union are retold with the humor 
time’s distance can bring. After raising 
her children, then teaching for 18 years, 
Arley Clark made the break into retire­
ment, a transition that is chronicled in 
these pages.
She has an abiding interest in Maine 
culture and history, and this interest ex­
tends to natural history as well, as she is 
passionately devoted to the soil. Her other 
emphases, intentional and perhaps not so 
intentional, celebrate the independent and 
courageous spirit, championing the sensi­
tivity and awareness of which we are all 
capable if we choose to work at it; she has 
a plain goal to “see what is there to be 
seen.”
The physical design of the book reflects 
the author’s philosophies. The essays are 
brief and varied, organized in a 12-month 
sequence deliberately starting with March. 
George Schaab’s pencil drawings illustrate 
natural themes of the months, filled with 
the same kind of details as the writings.
Roy Barrette’s preface makes the point 
that in reading these essays, “you will find 
you are reminded, suddenly, of a felicitous 
moment in your past that will bring a 
smile of happiness to your lips.” It is a 
warm image in itself, and Arley Clark’s 
musings are full of these images, reaching 
to all readers, regardless where their read­
ing chair is.
—Jean Leach
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April 4, MOMIX Modern Dance
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